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LETTER from the Committee of 
e at Liſburn to 
the Duke of — 


. 7 1 5 FE, * 8 7 1 PIES » 
r Ln Le CS 


Ad 5 a . 
W 


AT a Meeting of the Committee of Cor- 

reſpondence, appointed by the Dele- 

ates of Forty-five Volunteer Corps afſem- 

bled at Liſburn on the iſt of July inſtant, 
held at Belfaſt the 19th of July, 178 3, 


Preſent, LIEVr. Cor. SHARMAN 
in the Chair; ; 


2 N 
„ 


D STI WOE NOT TRTL Ts 
GGG 


Lo N 8 8 
N F ">". 
7 GE AEST * . 


ORDERED, That the following Letter, 
figned by the Secretary in the Name of this 
Committee, be forwarded to His Grace the 
Duke of RicuMoND, incloſing a Copy of 
the Reſolutions of the Provincial Meeting of 
Volunteers of Munſter, and of the Proceed- 
ings of the Forty-five Volunteer Delegates 
aſſembled at Liſburn on the 1ft Inſtant, re- 
ſpefling a Parliamentary Reform, as alſo a 
Copy of the circular Letter written this 
Day by this Committee to the ſeveral Vo- 
lunteer Corps of this Province. 
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BELFAST, 19th Jie; 1783. 


May it ; pleaſe your GRACE, ; —_ 
v OUR GRACE's Attachment to the Ts þ 
Ri n of the People, and the gene- bl 

ral Proſperity of * Britiſh Empire, in- _ 
duce = 


0 1 ) 
duce us to addteſs) you on the nde great 
and momentous Occaſion. 


The Spirit of Freedom which pervades: 
all Ranks of People in Ireland with the 
Juſtice and wiſe policy of the Britiſh Na- 
tion, having removed for ever all poſſible 
_ Cauſe of Jealouſy between the Siſter King- 
doms, and united us to Britain on the Baſis 
of equal Liberty and ſimilar Conſtitution, 
it becomes the Duty, as it is the Intereſt 
of each Kingdom to affiſt the other in 
their Endeavours to reſtore to its antient 
Purity and Vigour a decay'd, enfeebled 
and fickly Conſtitution. In both Nations 
it is now generally acknowledged, that 
this great Object can be attained by 20 
other Means but by a Reform of the Re- 
preſentation in Parliament. In England 
the Meaſure has for the preſent miſcarri- 
ed, tho' ſupported by ſo many wiſe, ho- 
neſt, great and independent Men; we truſt. 
however it has miſcarried only for, a Sea- 


ſon, and that the next Attempt will prove 
ſucceſsful. | 


Ireland has now taken up the Idea, and 
if we ſhall be ſo happy as to ſee Succeſs: 
crown our Efforts, we think conſiderable 
Weight will be thereby added to the: En- 
_deavours of the F _ of the People in 

7 11171 ee. 


TS 


England, The People of the two Nations 
united in Purſuit of the ſame important 
Object, muſt be not only powerful, but 
irrefiſtable. FFF 


The incloſed Papers, which we requeſt 


your Grace may peruſe, will ſhew how far 
this Country has already gone in determi- 


ning to procure a more equal Repreſenta- 
tion, the unanimous Reſolutions of about 


fifteen Thouſand Volunteers, already de- 


clared in a very few Weeks, aſſure us that 
the Reſolves of the Delegates of Ulſter, 
who are to aſſemble at Dungannon on the 
8th of September next, will be no leſs u- 
nanimous ; and we well know that what 
the Volunteers, vaſt Numbers of whom 
are Freeholders, ſhall determine on, the 
other Freeholders and People in general 
who are not Volunteers, will adopt and 
ſupport by every Means in their „ 
The aged Fathers cannot differ from their 
Sons, reſpecting a Matter on which de- 


pends every thing that they either hold 


dear for themſelves or their Poſterity, 


That your Grace may ſee the very de- 


praved State of our Repreſentation it is. 


neceſſary to obſerve, that out of three 
Hundred Members, of which our Houſe 


of Commons conſiſts, Two Hundred and 
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(4) 
Twenty are returned by Boroughs ; thoſe 
One Hundred and ten Boroughs are divi- 
ded into three Claſſes : 1ſt. Thoſe where 
the Right of Election is veſted in the Pro- 
teſtant Inhabitants at large, 2d. Thoſe 
where the Right of Election is veſted in 
the Chief Magiſtrate, Burgeſſes and Free- 
men. za, Thoſe where the Right of E- 
lection 1s confined to the Chief Magiſtrate 
and Burgeſſes, frequently not more in 
Number than five or ſix, and ſeldom ex- 
ceeding ten or twelve. Almoſt all the 
Boroughs are either venal and corrupt, or 
implicitly obedient to the arbitrary Will 
of their reſpective Landlords, who dictate 
to the Electors in the moſt abſolute Man- 
ner. Thoſe Landlords claim by Preſcrip- 
tion a Kind of Property in thoſe Bo- 
roughs, the Patronage of which they trans- 
fer by Sale like an Eſtate, and receive from 
eight to nine Thouſand Pounds for a Bo- 
rough. A Seat for a Borough is generally 
ſold for Two Thouſand Pounds; ſo that 
every ſeven or eight Years a Borough 
brings in Four Thouſand Pounds to the 
Patron. | „ 


” 


Unhappily for Ireland our Counties alſo, 
are too woch governed by our Peers and 
Great Men, whoſe Influence over many 
of their reſpective Tenants is very great 


- 3 | 
and this Conſideration has given. riſe here 
to a Doubt, in the Minds of many wells 


meaning Men, as to the Propriety of add- 
ing to the Number of Knights of the 


Shire; as generally now two great Fami- 


lies endeavour to divide between them the 
Seats for the County, the others either re- 
main neuter or join the independant Inte- 
reſt, it is alledged were there ſix Seats for 
each County, ſix great F amilies would di- 
vide them, and againſt ſuch a Junction the 
| independant Freeholders would not be able 
to make any effectual Oppofition, May 
we now entreat your, Grace as a moſt im- 
1 Favour conferred not only on us 

ut on this Kingdom, that you may be 
pleaſed to favour us with your Grace's 
Sentiments and Advice, as to the beſt, the 
moſt _ eligible. and the moſt. practicable. 
Mode of ac eg reſtraining or coun- 
teracting this Hydra of Corruption, Bo- 
rough Influence, that we, may be enabled 
to lay your Grace's Opinion before the 
provincial Aſſembly of Delegates at Dun- 
gannon, and as our laſt Meeting for ar- 
ranging Bufineſs previous thereunto is fix- 


ed to be on the 20th of Auguſt, wa hope 


your Grace will be ſo 8 pag as to fore 
ward your Reply ſo as to be with us about 
that Time. Many Apologies are due for 


this long Addreſs, and for the very great 


Trouble 
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(6) 
Trouble we have requeſted your Grace ta 
take; but we 'are young in Politics, and 
wiſh for Information from Men of more 
Wiſdom, Experience and Abilities. This 
however we may venture to aſſert, that if 
we can only be directed to the beſt Mode, 
the Maſs of the Inhabitants of Ireland is at 
this Moment fo completely. ative and ſen- 
ble to the Neceſſity of a well-digeſted 
Reform, that there cannot remain a Doubt 
that what it attempts in Conjunction with 
the virtuous Part of England will be effec- 
tual. The ſeveral Matters on which we 
have requeſted your Grace's Opinion are 
thrown into one View in the following 


a, ame] oy * 


7 eller”: to the Parity of Parliament, 
40 to reſtore that conſtitutional Controul, 
vrhich the conſtituent Body ſhould have 
ovet the Repreſentative, 

BSI 90 

iſt. Is it neceſlary that thoſe Boroughs 
in which the Right of Election is velſed 
in a few, which in general are at the abſo- 
late Diſpoſal of one or two Perſons, ſhould 
be disfranchiſed, and in their Place the 
aht er encreaſedꝰ 


? <a: The Proteſtant Inhabitants conſiſt 
1 pea one Million, who return three 


— 
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(7) 
Hundred Members--- would it be wiſe to 
encreaſe the Number of Repreſentatives 
for the Kingdom at large ? | 
Za. A plauſible Obj jection, ane 
above, has been raiſed A nd an Encreaſe 
of County Repreſentatives. Has that Ar- 


gument much Weight? and if it has, is it 
remediable ? | 1 


4th. Should the Right of Suffrage be 
3 ? If it ſhould, who are the pro- 
per Objects of that Extenſion ? 


1 


Fas In order to guard againſt undue 
Influence, would it be wiſe to haye the 
Members returned by Ballot ? 


6th. Would not a Limitation of the 
Duration of Parliaments to a ſhorter Term 
than eight Years, . have excellent Ef- 


fets? and ſhould it be leſs than trien- 
nial ? 


7th. If the Abolition of the enſlaved 
Boroughs is neceſſary, would it be equita- 
ble or expedient that they ſhould be pur- 
chaſed by the Nation ? 


$th. 


CAP 

' $th. On the whole, what ſpecific Mode 
of. Reform in the Repreſentation of Ireland 
beſt ſuits-your own Ideas, conſidering * the 
Situation of this Country ? and what are 


the Steps which your Grace conceives 
deſt . to _ that Reformation ? 


We requeſt your Grace may be ſo good 
to direct your Anſwer to our Chairman, 
E. Col. SuakMax, Liſburn. 


We kave the Honor to be, with the 
moſt perfect Reſpect, 


Wur Grace s moſt obedient and 


moſt humble Servants. 


Signed by Order of Committee, 


_ Hexxy Joy, Junr. 
| Sec. 1 the wr oF 


To the Duke of R1cHMonD. 


(9) 


2 s * n th —_—— 
1— —— m_ _ 
- 


— 


rm Ht. _ 


_ — _ — 


A more equal Repreſentation of 


the People in the PARLIAMENT 
of IRELAND. 
Ah a Meeting of the Provincial Delegates 
of Munſter held in the County Court- 
houſe of Cork, on the 1ſt of March, 1783, the 


following, among many other Reſolves, were 
entered into: . 


Resor.vep unAniMousLy, That the majo- 


rity of the Repreſentatives in Parliament are re- 
turned by venal Boroughs ; that ſuch Members 
do not repreſent the ſenſe of the People ; that the 
Parliament cannot be virtuous until a more e- 
qual repreſentation of the People ſhall be ob- 
tained. We therefore ſtrongly recommend: to 
Parliament, to uſe the moſt ſtrenuous exertion 
to carry the above reform into effect. 


_ . x - 


AT a meeting of . Delegates from F orty- five 
Corps of the Province of Uliter, aſſembled 
at Liſburn the 1ſt of July, 1783, in purſu- 


Regiment, 


Lizes. Cor SHKARMAN in the Chair, 


" ance of a public Requiſition of the Ulſter 


ResoLveD UNANIMOUSLY, That a General 
Meeting of the Volunteer Delegates of the Pro- 
" | B VINCE 
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(10) 
vince of Ulſter, on the ſubject of A MORE 
QUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE 
EOPLE IN PARLIAMENT, is hereby 
earneſtly entreated; to be held at DUNGAN- 


NON, on Monday, the eighth Day of Septem- 
ber next. 


Res0LVvED UNANIMOUSLY, That the follow- 
ing Gentlemen (ſeven to be a quorum) be ap- 
pointed a Committee of Correſpondence for 
communicating with the other Corps of the 
Province, for taking preparatory ſteps to for- 
ward the intentions of this Meeting, and for 
collecting the beſt Authorities and Information 
on the ſubject of a Parliamentary Reform, - viz. 


| Li Col. an 
Capt. Black, 

Dr. ALEx. Sr 
Major BuxDbEx, ä 
Capt. Wap. CunnixnGRnan, 
Rev. Mr. Craic, 

Dr. SAMUEL Mooxe, | 

Col. RowLey, 

Major Joann Cnawrond, 
Lieut. Col. Banks, 

Mr. RopexrT TromMesoN, 
Capt. Twomas ParnTiCE, 10 
Lieut. Toms. WT 


| ResoLveD UNANIMOUSLY, That 25 las. 
ing Addreſs be publiſhed in the Pee Prints: 


To 


(17 ) 


To Tur VOLUNTEER ARMY or Tas 
PROVINCE os ULSTER, 


FeLLOw-CITIZENS, «+ 


IN common with every claſs of Iriſhmen, 
you are ſenſible that this Kingdom for many 
centuries might have continued to bear its chains 
in ignoble and indigent Obſcurity, had not an 
Army of its Citizens, by a great effort, dared to 
caſt them off, | | 


That the dignified conduct of that Army 
lately reſtored to the Imperial Crown of Ireland 
its original ſplendor, to Nobility its ancient Pri- 
vileges, and to the Nation at large its inherent 
Rights as a ſovereign independent State ;— that 
by inculcating the glorious ſpirit of toleration, 
it has united the once diſtracted Inhabitants of 
this Country into an indifloluble Maſs; and 
promoted the moſt exalted reverence for the 
Laws,—are facts that will exhibit a ſplendid 
and intereſting figure in the annals of the Age, 


From a military inſtitution, ſo ſingular in its 
nature as to comprehend the ſeveral gradations 
of Nobles, Commoners, Merchants, Yeomen 
and Mechanics, every ſubſtantial good will be 
expected by wiſe and virtuous men. 


They will with honeſt pride, behold in the 
State an unparellelled combination of - the Mili- 
tary witk the civil Character, exiſting only for 
the general intereſts of the Community, and 


0 | | Prepared, 


4 * 
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prepared, on the pureſt principles of the Con. 
ſtitution, to give efficacy to the wiſhes of Three 
Millions of Feople, 


The idea of a well-digeſted Parliamentary 
Reform, has ever experienced a favourable re- 
ception in the uncorrupted breaſts of Iriſhmen 
and of Britons.— It has been uniformly looked 
up to as the true ſource of public Virtue and of 
political Salvation, by the firſt Characters theſe 
Kingdoms have produced. In this Age, we 
Have ſeen it warmly ſupported by that conſum- 
mate Stateſman the late EARL of CHATHA u; 
and revived by the Heir to. his Abilities and 
Name, the preſent WiLL1am PiTT. It has re- 
ceived the ſanction of the moſt eminent and ho- 
neſt Men in both Houſes of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment; of a great number of the moſt reſpecta- 
ble Shires in England; of the Volunteer Dele- 

tes of the Province of Munſter ;— and, with- 
in theſe few Days, of the Unanimous Vote of 
Thirty-eight Corps, Reviewed at Belfaſt. | 


Among the many glorious effects of which a 
more equal Repreſentation of the People in Par- 
hament would be produttive, the following are 
obvious: The deſtruction of that party-ſpirit 
whoſe baneful influence has at all times been 
injurious to the public weal ;—a revival of the 


native dignity of the Crown, by imparting to 


each branch of the Legiſlature its diſtin& and 
proportional weight; — and the abolition of that 
train of courtly mercenaries who mult ever con- 
tinue to prey on the vitals of public wen 

| till, 


(13) 


till, the balance of the Conſtitution being re- 
ſtored, the neceſſity for governing by regular 
ſyſtems of ſeduction, ſhall no longer exiſt. 


, 


Then, would the conſtituent body regain its 
conſtitutional controu] over its Truſtees, - and 
yenal majorities would not be found to ſupport 
the moſt diſhonourable and pernicious mea- 
ſures, in oppoſition to the | ſenſe of the un- 
polluted part of the Legiſlature, as well as con- 
trary to the univerſal wiſhes of the public—and 
to the true intent of the inſtitution of Par- 
liaments, | 


With due deference for the auguſt body which 
we have preſumed to Addreſs—we therefore beg 
leave to expreſs our wiſhes that the Volunteer 
Delegates of Ulſter would aſſemble with the 
ſame ſpirit of loyalty, patriotiſm, and firmneſs 


which actuated them on the memorable 15th of 


February, 1782 :— to deliberate on the moſt 
conſtitutional means of procuring A MORE E- 
QUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE IN 
THE PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND— as 7be only 
m-aſure which can give permanency to the late 
renovation of our conſtitution, or reſtore that 
virtue to the Repreſentative Body without 
which, though the mere forms of a free govern- 
ment may be preſerved, its ſpirit muſt inevita- 


bly periſh. 
Signed by Order of the Meeting, 


Wu. SHARMAN, CHAIRMAN. 
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Lieut. 
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Lieut. Col. Sharman having left the Chair, 
and Lieut. Col, Sir Walter Sinnot taken it: 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting 
be given to our worthy Chairman, for his very 
proper conduct in the Chair. 


—— —  — _ — 


BeLrasT, July 19, 1783. 


At a meeting of the Committee of Coreſpon- 
| dence, appointed by the Repreſentatives of 
Forty-five Volunteer Corps that aſſembled at 
Liſburn on the iſt inft. Preſent, Lieut. Col. 
Sharman, Major Burden, Captain Cunningham, 
Captain Prentice, Captain Moore, Captain 
Crawford, Lieut. Fomb, Mr. Robert Thomp- 
fon : Lieut. Col. Sharman in the Chair. Or- 
dered, that the following Addreſs be publiſhed 
in the public Prints, and a * of it ſent to 
each Corps in the Province, of which our Se- 
cretary can get information. 


* 


4 


To THE VOLUNTEERS OF ULSTER. 


Gentlemen, 


IN compliance with the order of Forty-five 
Corps, which appointed us a Committee of 
Correſpondence for the purpoſe of promoting 2 
| Dungannon Meeting, to be held the * of 

| ä p- 


LS 3c 


September next : We think it neceſſary to pre« 
FRA a view of the ſeveral Volunteer Bodies who 
have already declared their determination to 


ſupport a parliamentary reform, viz. 


The PROVINCE of Munſter, by a una- 


nimous declaration of their Repreſentatives—on 
the iſt of March laſt——- 


1 Repreſentatives of Thirty-eight Corps 
reviewed at Belfaſt, —on the gth of June = 
by a unanimous declaration. 


The united Corps of True Blue and Society 
Volunteers of the City of Londonderry—on 


parade your of June, 1 a unanimous declara- 
tion. ä 


The W Artillery company, the 
Londonderry Independent Volunteers, and Li—-— 
berty Voluntecrs—on parade the 1ſt of July, 
by unanimous declaration. 


The Repreſentatives of Forty-five Corps con- 
vened at Liſburn the iſt of July inſtant—by 
a unanimous declaration. 


The Repreſentatives of Thirty-four Corps re- 
viewed at Broughſhane on the 1oth inſt. —by 
a unanimous Mee 


IT appears to us, that the idea of a Parlia- 
mentary Reform has already received the ſanc- 
tion of Fifteen Thouſand Volunteers; with a 


warm 


— 
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 wirm-promiſe of ſupport from the great Patron 
ot Iriſh Liberty the Earl of Charlemont— and 
has received, in a very ſhort time, the general 


approbation of all ranks and denominations of 
independent Freeholders. | — 


Having given this information, it only re- 
mains at preſent to aſſure you, that we are di- 
ligently applying ourſelves to the diſcharge of 
the truſt repoſed in us; and earneſtly to re- 
queſt, that every Volunteer Corps in Ulſter 
may be repreſented at Dungannon on the Sth 
of September next, and that their Delegates 
may be furniſhed with written inſtructions to 
declare approbation or diſapprobation of the 
meaſure of a Parliamentary Reform; —— leav- 
ing it to the united wiſdom of the aſſembled 
Delegats, to purſue ſuch further meaſures to 
promote this great object, as ſhall appear to 
them moſt proper. | 81] 


Wi. SHARMAN, Cnatzman, = 


LETTE R from the Duke of 


RIcHuONPD to the Committee 
of Correſpondence at . 


. . *+x 2 ” 
CERES 
y » Werne 
5 * 2 22 : 


I Have "WI honored with a Letter from 


Belfaſt, dated the 19th of July laſt, 
written in the Name of the Committee of 
Correſpondence appointed by the Delegates 
of forty five Volunteer Corps aſſembled at 
Liſburn on the 1ſt of the ſame Month; 
* for taking preparatory Steps to forward 
t theif Intentions on the Subject of a 
more equal Repreſentation of the People 
“ in Parliament, and ſign'd by their Se- 

Cretary, Henry Joys junr. Eſqr. 


In this Locker, after ſhewing the corrupt 
State of the Boroughs in Ireland, the 
general Opinion of the People that the 
Conſtitution can be reſtored to its ancient 
Purity and Vigor by #0 other Means than 
a Parliamentary Reform, and informing 
me of the Steps which have been taken and 
are taking by the Volunteers, in determin- 


C ing 


G F 
4 8 


(2) 
ing to procute this deſirable Object, the 
Committee is pleaſed ** to requeſt my Sen- 
« timents and Advice as to the beſt, moſt 
< eligible and moſt practicable Mode of 
« deſtroying, reſtraining, or counteracting 
„ this Hydra of Corruption, Borough In- 
« fluence, in order to lay my Opinion 
* before the Provincial Aﬀembly of Dele- 
“ gates, which is to be held at Dungannon 
«« on the 8th of September next.” 


* 


This great Mark of Confidence, from 
Gentlemen in whom ſo much Truſt is 
placed, does me great Honor; for as I have 
not. the Pleaſure of being perſonally known 
fo any of them, I can owe it but to the 
favorable Opinion they are pleaſed to en- 
tertain of my conſtant and zealous Endea- 
yours in the Publick Service. | 


l am ſenſible that the only proper Return 
J can make for this honorable Diſtinction, 
is to obey their Commands in the bet 
Manner I am able; for altho' my Inſuffici- 
ency for ſo arduous a Taſk would afford 
ine but too good an Excuſe for declining 
it, yet I feel it would be inconſiſtent with 
my Ideas of the Obligation every Man is 
under to ſerve the Publick as well as he 
can, if I was to refuſe. giving myOpinions, 
ſuch as they are, when thus called upon by 
à reſpectable Body of Gentlemen. 

Beſides 


('3)] 

Beſides my Inability, I have to regret 
the Want of Time to collect and arrange 
my Thoughts in ſuch a Manner as to be 
fit to appear before you, and the neceſſary 
Limits of a Letter, which will not admit 
of the extenſive Inveſtigation which a Sub- 
ject of this vaſt Importance deſerves; for 
altho' I fear I muſt be long, I am ſenfible 
I cannot do it Juſtice. 


The Subject of a Parliamentary Reform 
is that which of all others, in my Opinion, 
moſt deſerves the Attention of the Publick, 
as I conceive it- would include every other 
Advantage which a Nation can wiſh; and 
I have no Heſi tation in ſaying, that from 
every Conſideration which I have been a- 
ble to give to this great Queſtion that for 
many Years has occupied my Mind, and 
from every Day's Experience to the preſent 
Hour, I am more and more convinced 
that the reſtoring the Right of voting uni- 
ver/ally to every Man, not incapacitated by 
Nature for want of Reaſon, or by Law for 
the Commiſſion of Crimes, together with 
annual Elections, is the only Reform that 
can be effectual and permanent. I am fur- 
ther convinced that it is the only Reform 
that is practicable, 


All other Plans that are of a palliative 
Nature have been found inſufficient to 
C2 intereſt 


(4) 

intereſt and animate the great Body of the 
People, from whoſe Earneſtneſs alone any 
Ref orm can be expected. A long Exclu- 
ſion from any Share in the Legiſlature of 
their Country has rendered the great Maſs 
of the People indifferent whether the Mo- 
nopoly that ſubſiſts, continues in the Hands 
of a more or leſs extended Company; or 
whether it is divided by them into Shares 
of ſome what more or leſs juſt Proportions. 
The Publick feels itſelf unconcerned in 
theſe Conteſts, except as to the Oppreſſi- 
ons it endures, and the Exactions it ſuffers, 
which it knows muſt continue ſo long as 
the People remain deprived of all Controul 
over their Repreſentatives. I his Indiffe- 
rence of theirs, when the laſt Attempt way 
made for additional County Menibers, was 
uſed. by our Opponents as an Argument 
againſt all Reform; it was aſked with a 
triumphant Air, where are the Petitions 
from the Inhabitants of Birmingham, 

Mancheſter, Halifax, and other great un- 
repreſented Towns? And their Silence 
was deemed a Proof of their Acquieſcence 
and Satisfaction in the preſent Form of 
Elections! The Truth is, that the People 
have been ſo often deceived that they will 
now ſcarcely truſt any Set of Men ; and no- 
thing but ſelf-evident Conviction, that a 
Meaſure tends effectually to the ans 
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of their Rights, can or indeed ought to 
intereſt them in its Favor. 
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The leſſer Reform has been attempted 
with every poſſible Advantage in its Favor; 
not only from the zealous Support of the 
Advocates for a more effectual one, but 
from the Aſſiſtance of Men of great weight 
both in and out of Power. But with all 
theſe Temperaments and Helps it has fail'd. 
Not one Proſelyte has been gain'd from 
Corruption, nor has the leaſt Ray of Hope 
been held ont from any Quarter that the 
Houſe of Commons was inclined to adopt. 
any other Mode of Reform. The Weight 
of Corruption has cruſhed this more gentle, 
as it would have defeated any more effica- 
cious Plan in the ſame Circumſtances. 
From that Quarter Ts efore I have nothing 
to hope. Db is from the People at large 
that I expe any Good. And I am convin- 
ced that the only Way to make them feel 
that they are really concerned in the Buſi- 
neſs, is to contend for their full, clear and 
indiſputable Rights of Univerſal Repreſen- 
tation, I call them ſuch, not only from 
my own Conviction, but from the Admiſ- 
ſion of the Friends to the more moderate 
Plan, who in the ſecond Addreſs of the 
Yorkſhire Committee to the People, confeſs 
that our Claims are founded on the true 
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Principles of the Conſtitution, and only 
object to them on Account of Impractica- 
bility. But their Plan has now had a fair 
Trial, and (if it is from the Inclination 
of Parliament that Practicability is to be 
expected) has been found as impracticable 
as ours, The more extenſive Plan, at the 
ſame Time that its Operation is more com- 
pleat, depends on a more effectual Sup- 


port, that af the People. 


I am alſo perſuaded that if the Scheme 
for additional County Members had pro- 
ceeded any further, infinite Dithculties 
would have ariſen in adjuſting it. Neither 
the Vorkſhire Committee nor Mr. Pitt 
have given the Detail of their Plan. A 
juſt Kepartition would have been a moſt 
intricate Taſk, for where different Intereſts 
are ſeparately repreſented, the Proportion 
is nat very eaſy to aſcertain, The Doubt 
you ſtate concerning this Mode of Reform 
appears to me well founded; a few great 


them and chuſe the Members by a Houſe 
Liſt, like Eaſt India Directors. Another 
Ditheulty from the Increaſe of the Num- 
ber of Members which might render the 
Houſe more tumultous than deliberative, 
bas its weight. But the greateſt Objection, 
in my Opinion, to this and to every other 

narrowꝗ]ẽ 


Families might divide a County between | 


(9) 

narrow and contracted Plan of Reform, is; 
that it proceeds upon the fame bad Ptinci- 
ple as the Abuſe it pretends to rectify; it 
is {till partial and unequal; a vaft Majority 
of the Community is ftill left unreprefent- 
ed; and its moft eſſential Concerns, Life, 
Liberty and Property continue in the abſo- 
lute Diſpoſal of thoſe whom they do not 
chuſe, and over whom they have no Con- | 
troul. In the Arrangements of Plans of 
this Kind there is no leading Principle to 
determine that the Addition ought .to be, 
one Hundred, Fifty, or Two Hundred ; 
that the Allotment ffiould be according to 
the Population, Property, or Taxes paid in 
each County; that any fuppoſed Proportion 
between the landed and trading Intereſt is 
the juſt one, and that the Diviſion of Coun- 
ty and City Members will correſpond with 
this Proportion when found. All is at Sea 
without any Compaſs to enable us to diftin- 
guiſh the ſafe from the dangerous Courſe. 


But in the more liberal and great Plan of 
univerfal Repreſentation, x clear and diſtin 
Principle at once appears that cannot lead 
us wrong: Not Conveniency but Right: 
Tf it is not a Maxim of our Conſtitution, 
that a Britiſh Subject is to be governed 
only by Laws to which he has conſented 
by himſelf or his Repreſentative, we ſhould 

| initantly 


(8) 
inſtantly abandon the Error; but if it is the 
Eſſential of Freedom, founded on the eter- 
nal Principles of Juſtice and Wiſdom, and 
our unalienable Birth Right, we ſhould 
not heſitate in aſſerting it. Let us then 
but determine to a&t on this broad Prin- 
ciple, of giving to every Man his own, 
and we ſhall immediately get rid of all the 
Perplexities to which the narrow Notions 
of Partiality and Excluſion muſt ever be 
ſubject. Ty 2 5 


In the digeſting a Plan upon this No- 
ble Foundation we ſhall not find any Dif- 
ficulty that the moſt common Under- 
ſtanding and Pains will not eaſily ſur- 
mount. It does not require half the 
Ingenuity of a common Tax Bill; and as a 
Proof of this Aſſertion I myſelf drew the 
Form of a Bill for this Purpoſe, which 1 
preſented to the Houſe of Lords in 1780; 
not as a perfect Work, but merely to ſhew 
how eaſily the Objections to the Practica- 
bility-of the Plan, and the Inconveniences 
that are ſuggeſted, might be got over. 


I believe the ſending you a Copy of my 
Bill will be the beſt way of explaining its 
Operations. I have not one ready at this 
Moment, but it ſhall ſoon follow this 
Letter. 3 IE 5 c 


(9) 
I ſhall therefore only mention at preſent 
a few of its Proviſions, which I think en- 


tirely remove the moſt plauſible Objections 
that have been urged againſt it. 


The preſent Number of Members in the 
Houſe of Commons 1s preſerved, ſo that 


all Apprehenſion from too numerous an 
Aſſembly, ceaſes. 


An Account of the whole Number of 
Males of Age in the Kingdom is to be ta- 
ken and divided by the Number of Mem- 
bers to be ſent, which will find the Quota 
of Electors to chuſe one Member; from 
the beſt Accounts I can now get, it will 
be about Two Thouſand Six Hundred 
theſe are to be formed into Diſtricts or 
Boroughs from the moſt contiguous Pariſh- 
es; and by having all the Elections through- 
out the Kingdom in one and the ſame Day, 
and taken in each Pariſh, all Fear of Riot 
and Tumult, vaniſhes. 


The great Expence of Elections, which 
ariſes chiefly from the Coſt of conveying 
Electors to the Place of Poll, and entertain- 
ing them there and on the Road, will 
be no more when every Man will vote 
in his own Pariſh. Bribery muſt entirely 

ceaſe; in a ſingle Borough it would be dif- 
D ficult, 


C9) 


ficult, on ſo many as to have any Effect, 
impoſſible. The Numbers to be bought 
would be infinitely tco great for any Purſe. 
Beſides, annual Parliaments, by their fre- 
quency and by their ſhortneſs, would 
doubly operate in preventing Corruption, 


The vaſt Expence of Petitions to Par- 
liament on account of illegal Returns, 
would be reduced almoſt to nothing. The 
Points on which theſe Conteſts generally 
turn, are the Qualifications of the Electors 
under the numberleſs Reſtrictions, the pre- 
ſent Laws have impoſed, which require the 
Attendance of Witneſſes, the Production 
of Records, and are ſubject to infinite 
Diſpute. But when no other Qualification 
ſhall be neceſſary but that of being a Bri- 
tiſh Subject, and of Age, there can be but 
little left to contend upon as to the Right 
of Electors to vote. All other Queſtions 
that could afford Ground for a Petition 
would be trifling, and might be decided in 
one Day. Many other Cdjections are ob- 
viated by the Bill, but it 18 ncedleſs here 
to mention them. 


But there is another Sort of Objection 
_ againſt which no Provifion can be made, 
as it is merely imaginary. It is feared by 
ſome, that the Influence of Power and 
eons Riches, 


(119 
Riches, will give to the Ariſtocracy ſo great 
a Lead in theſe Elections as to place the 
whole Government in their Hands. Others 
again dread, that when Paupers, and the 
loweſt Orders of the People ſhall have an 
equal Vote with the. firſt Gs] in the 
Kingdom, we fhall fall into all the Confu- 
fion of a democratick Republick. The 
Contrariety of theſe two Apprehenſions 
might of itſelf be a ſufficient Proof that 
neither Extreme will take Place. It is true, 
that the pooreſt Man in'the Kingdom will 
have an equal Vote with the firſt, for the 
Choice of the ' Perſon to whom he truſts 
his all; and 1 think he ought to have that 
equal Degree of Security againſt Oppreſſion. 
It is alſo true, that Men of ſuperior For- 
tunes, will have a ſuperiorDegree of Weight 
and Influence; and I think that as Educa- 
tion and Knowledge generally attend Pro- 
perty, thoſe who poſſeſs them ought to 
have Weight and Influence with the more 
Ignorant. But the eſſential Difference will 
be, that altho' the People may be led they 
cannot be driven. Property will have its 
Weight, as it ever mult have, in all Gov. 
ernments; and I conceive that in this Plan, 
it will preciſely find its juſt Proportion 
combined with Talents and Character. A 
Man of great Property that is beloved and 
eſteem'd, will, as he ought, have the 


D 2 C6 greateſt | 


ing the Right of voting to every Individual 
creates much Uneaſineſs in the Minds of 
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greateſt Sway; butTyranny and Oppreffian, 
tho' attended with Riches, may be reliſted, 
and will no longer be attended with a 
Burgage Tenure at Command. | 


Another Subject of Apprehenſion is, 
that the Principle of allowing to every 
Man an equal Right to vote tends to 
Equality in other Reſpedts and to level 
Property. To me it ſeems to have a dire& 
contrary Tendency. The equal Rights of 
Men to Security from Oppfeſſion, and to 
the Enjoyments of Life and Liberty, ſtrike 
me as perfectly compatible with their un- 
equal Shares of Induſtry, Labour, and Ge- 
nius, which are the Origin of Inequality 
of Fortunes. The Equality and Inequality 
of Men are both founded in Nature; and 
whilſt we do not confound the two, and 
only ſupport her Eſtabliſhments, we cannot 
err. The Protection of Property appears 
to me one of the moſt eſſential Ends of So- 
ciety; and ſo far from injuring it by this 
Plan, I conceive it to be the only Means 
of preſerving it; for the preſent Syſtem is 
haſtening with great Strides to a perfect 
Equality in univerſal Poverty. 1 


It has been ſaid, that this Plan of extend- 


quie 


613) 


quiet and well diſpoſed Perſons; and that 
if Paupers, Vagabonds, and Perſons of no 
Property, were left out, there would be no 
Objection to extend it to all Houſeholders | 
and Perſons paying Taxes, and that the | 
ſame Diviſion into Diſtricts might take i 
Place. My Anſwer is, that I know of no | } 
Man, let him be ever ſo poor, who in his _ 
Conſumption of Food and Uſe of Raiment, = 
does not pay Taxes, and that I would wiſh 
to encourage an Enthuſiaſm for his Coun- | 
try in the Breaſt of every Subject, by giving 
him his juſt Share in its Government. 1 
readily admit, that ſuch an Alteration 
would be a vaſt Improvement; but I muſt 
prefer the adhering rigidly to a ſelf-evident 
Principle, eſpecially when attended with 
no Inconvenience in the Execution, that I 
can foreſee. Beſides, we ſhould again fall 
into the Difficulties of drawing the Line 
of Separation, and into the Diſputes about 
Qualification. C 


The Apprehenfions that our Government 
will become too Democratick, have been 
urged on another Ground. It has been 
ſaid, that the Houſe of Commons has 
uſurped the whole Power of Government: 
that the Crown in Reality no longer poſ- 
ſefles its Negative, and muſt in all Things 
be ruled by the Houſe of Commons: that 

. the 
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Houſe of Lords, in Conſequence of its Ex- 
cluſion (by the Will of the Houſe, of 
Commons and not by Law) from interfer- 
ing in Money Bills, no longer in Fact ex- 
erciſes the Functions of a Branch of the 
Legiſlature: that the only Means by which 
the Ballance of the Conſtitution, is now in 
any Degree preſerved, is by the Irregular 
Influence of the Crown and of the Peers 
in the Houſe of Commons: and that if 
they are totally excluded from Inteference 
there, as it ſuppoſed will be the Caſe if 
this Bill paſſes, and are not reſtored to their 
original Share of Power, the Eqilibrium 
will be deſtroyed, and the Government be- 
come purely Democratiſcx. 
To remedy this Objection, it has been 
anſwered by Others, that it is but juſt and 
reaſonable, and that they mean at the ſame; 
Time that the Commons are reſtored to 
their Rights, that the Crown and the Peers 
ſhould recover theirs. This Anſwer has 
been ridiculed in my. Opinion, with more 
Wit, than Solidity of Argument. It has 
been repreſented as admitting that whilſt 
the Houſe of Commons continue . cor- 
rupt, the King and Lords ſhould ſub- 
mit to its Deciſions ; but that when it 
ſhould really ſpeak the Voice of the People, 
then it would be right to ; revive the dor- 
mant Powers of reſiſting it. | 
| For- 
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For my Part I agree in Opinion with 
thoſe who are for reſtoring to all Parts of 
the State their juſt Rights at the ſame Time; 
to do it generally, not partially, is what I 
muſt contend for. At the fame Time, I 
admit that I am not for reſtoring the Ne- 
gative of the Crown. My Reaſon is, that 
it appears to me prepoſterous” that the Will 
of one Man ſhould for ever obſtruct every 
Regulation which all the Reſt of the Na- 
tion may think neceflary, I object to it, 

as I would to any other Prerogative of the 
Crown, or Privilege of the Lords, or Peo- 
ple, that is not founded on Reaſon. | 


But I agree that if the Houſe of Com- 
mons was reduced to its natural Depend- 
ence on the People alone, and the preſent 
Syſtem of making it the excluſive Part of 
Government was continued, we ſhould ap- 
proach to a pure Democracy more than our 
Conſtitution warrants, or than I wiſh to 
ſee. I am not for a Democratick, any more 
than for an Ariſtocratick, or Monarchick 
Government, - ſolely; I am for that ad- 
mirable Mixture of the Three, that our 
inimitable and comprehenſive Conſtitution 
has eſtabliſhed : I wiſh to ſee the Execu- 
tive Part of Government revert to where 
the Conſtitution has originally placed it, 
in the Hands of the Crown to be carried 

on 
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the Houſe of Commons and the Election 
of Scotch Peers: The Regulations for re- 
ſtoring to the Crown its executive and to 
the Houſe of Lords its deliberative Func- 
tions ſhould be added to and form a Part 
of this Bill; but J have not as yet had 
Time and Leiſure to prepare them. 


In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewn my 
Opinion concerning the 1ſt, 3d, 4th, 6th 
and 8th Queſtions vou have propoſed to 

58 me. There remains the 2d, 5th and 7th 
to be conſidered. 


In Reſpect to the Second, which I pre- 
ſume relates to the Admiſſion of Roman 
Catholicks to vote at Elections, I can only 
ſay that the ſame Principles which go to 
civil Liberty, equally lead to Liberty of 
Conſcience: I admire with you the glo- 
rious Spirit of Toleration which you fay 
has united the once diſtracted Inhabitants 
of Ireland into one indiſſoluble Maſs : And 
I am ſure that nothing ſhort of evident 
Danger to the State can warrant its Inter- 
ference in religious Opinions. But unac- 
quainted as I am with the State of Ireland, 
it is impoſſible for, me to knoW the preſent 
Temper and Diſpoſition of the Roman 
Catholicks there, and thoſe only who are 
on 
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on the Spot can judge how far Excluſions 
of this Sort are neceſſary, or ought to 
extend. 


With Regard to the 5th Queſtion, if 
voting by Ballot is adviſeable ? I am clear- 
ly of Opinion that it is not. The Idea of 
a Ballot can have ariſen but to avoid the 
Efte& of ſome improper Influence; and 1 
conceive it much more noble, directly to 
check that Influence, than indirectly to e- 
yade it by Concealment and Deceit. I am 
convinced that trivial Circumſtances in 
things like this tend greatly to form the 
national Character; and that it is moſt con- 
fiſtent with that of a Britiſh or Iriſh 
Freeman, that all his Actions ſhould be o- 

en and avowed, and that he ſhould not 
aſhamed of declaring in the Face of his 
Country whom he wiſhes to intruſt with 
its Intereſts. Upon the ſame Idea that 
Ballots may be a Cover for Independance, 
they muſt alſo be a Cloak for Bribery and 
a School for Lying and Deceit. 1 


As to the 5th Queſtion, whether it 
would not be equitable or expedient that 
Boroughs now in the Poſſeſſion of Indivi- 
duals ſhould be purchaſed by the Nation? 
E think that altho no Man can have a ſtrict 
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Claim in Equity to be refunded the Loſs 
of what neither Buyer nor Seller had a 
Right to bacter, yet it will be wiſe to pur. 
Chaſe the Good Will, or at leaſt to ſoften 
the Reſiſtance, of the preſent powerful Poſ- 
ſeſſors of Boroughs by a moit ample Com- 
penſation. The Liberties of a Nation 
cannot be bought too dear, but the whole 
Coſt of thelg Boroughs would pot amount 
to the Profits of one Jobbing Contract. 


I have now anſweied all the Queſtions 
you have been pleaſed to propoſe ; but 1 
muſt mention another Advantage which 

ought to recommend the Meaſures you are 
| purſuing to every Friend to the internal 
Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, which 
is, that when the People haye obtained a 
regular, legal, and ſpeedy Way of giving 
Effect to their Sentiments, there can nd 
longer be any Apprehenſion of their en- 
deavouring to redreſs themſelves by Mobs 
and Tumults; and even ſuch regular and 
well- conducted Meetings as yours will be- 
come needleſs. I mention this Circum- 
ſtance with the more Satisfaction, as it 
ſtamps your Conduct with the moſt un- 
equivocal Marks of difintereſted Patriot- 
iſm. Power, whenes once acquired, is ge- 
nerally endeavoured to be preſerved 0 its 

5 Poſſeſſors. 
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Poſſeſſors; but you after having taken up 
yours from Neceſſity, and employed it uſe- 
fully, are now endeayouring with unexamy 
pled Virtue to render its Continuance un- 
neceſſary. For great as your Services have 
been, in ſo ſoon forming a compleat Army, 
in the Advantages you have procured for 
your Country, in the good Order you have 
preſerved, and in the Efficacy you have 
given to Law, you will derive ſtill greater 
Credit, in my Opinion, from your good 
Senſe in ſeeing that a great Military Force 
totally unconnected with the Civil Govern- 
ment cannot be a permanent Eſtabliſh. 
ment in a free Country, whoſe firſt Prin- 
ciple is never to truſt abſolute Power in 
any Hands whatever. Your preſent En- 
deavours to reſtore the Conſtitution to its 
Purity and Vigor evidently tend to make 
this and every extraordinary Inſtitution 
unneceſſary; for when the People are fair- 
ly and equally repreſented in Parliament, 
when they have annual Opportunities of 
changing their Deputies, and thro' them 
of controuling every Abuſe of Govern. 
ment in a fate eaſy and legal Way, there 
can be no longer any Reaſon for recurring 
to thoſe ever dangerous tho' ſometimeg 
neceſſary Expedients of an armed Force, 
which nothing but a bad Government can 


juſtify 
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Juſtify. Such a magnanimous End to your 
Proceedings, when after having reſtored 
Liberty Commerce and Free Government 
to your Country, you ſhall voluntarily re- 
fire to the noble Character of private Citi- 
zens, peaceably enjoying the Bleſſings you 
have procured, will crown your Labours 
with everlaſting Glory and is worthy the 
genuine Patriotick Spirit which animates 
the Iriſh Volunteers. 1 


Before I conclude, I beg Leave to ex- 

preſs a Wiſh that the mutually eſſential 
Connection between Great Britain and Ire- 
| land may ſoon be ſettled on ſome. liberal 
and fair Footing. That which did ſubſiſt 
was on ſuch narrow and abſurd Principles 
that no Friend to either Kingdom can re- 

ret its Loſs; founded on Conſtraint and 
Baperideiice, 1ncompatible with the Con- 
dition of Freemen, Ireland had an indiſ- 
putable Right to diſſolve it whenever ſhe 
choſe ſo to do. But ſurely, if we do not 
mean a total S haggns it would be right 

to agree upon ſome new Terms by which 

we are to continue connected. I have al- 
ways thought it for the Intereſt of the two 
Iſlands to be incorporated and form one 
and the ſame Kingdom, with the ſame Le- 
gillature meeting fometimes in Ireland as 

Wo well 
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well as in England : But if there are Diffi- 
culties to ſuch an Union not to be got over 
at preſent, ſome ſort of federal Union at 
leaſt between the two Kingdoms ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to aſcertain the many Circumſtan- 
ces that concern their joint Intereſts; and 
an Union of this Sort may now be 2 
with much greater Propriety than before, 
as it will be ſanctified by the free Conſent 
of W Nations 


I do conceive that ſome Step of this 
Sort 1s abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe the 
preſent Footing, of Separation rather than 
Union, is too unfair to be able long to ſub- 
fiſt. England, beſides the Load of the 
whole Debt contracted for the Uſe of both 
Kingdoms, bears all the Burdens of naval 
Defence and foreign Negociations, and by 
far more than its Proportion of the Land 
Service in Time of War. But what is 
worſe, is that there is no Certainty now 
left that we ſhall have the ſame Enemies 
and the ſame Friends : Different Intereſts, 
as they may appear, may lead one King- 
dom to think a War neceſſary, and the o- 
ther to remain in Peace: The ſame King, 
in his different Kingdoms, may think it 
wiſe to follow the Advice of his reſpeCtive 
Parliaments; I need ſcarcely add that the 


unavoidable 
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unavdidable Conſequences of ſuch a Diffe- 
rence are a War between the two King- 
tors. Unleſs ſome Settlement takes Place 
upon theſe and many other important Sub- 
jects, I am far from being clear that it will 
for the Advantage of Liberty in either 
Kingdom that its Monarch ſhould continue 
the Sovereign of a neighbouring State with 
which it has no Connection. I am ſenſi- 
ble that there are great Difficulties attend- 
ing the Adjuſtment of ſuch an Union, and 
that it requires great Wiſdom and Temper 
to form it, eſpecially on the Part of Ire- 
land which muſt feel that the ought to 
give the Preponderance to Great Britain; 
I am ſure the Buſineſs ought not to be 
neglected, and that every true Friend to 
both Kingdoms ought to give it his moſt 

zealous Afhſtance. | 


T beg Pardon for having gone into a 
Subject not immediately belonging to that 
upon which you have defired my Opinion, 
bat I thonght it fo connected with it, and 
at the ſame Time ſo important, that I truſt 
you will excufe my having introduced it. 
I fear I have been very long, but it was im- 
Poſſible for me to compreſs ſo much Mat- 
ter into a lefs Compaſs, and when you 
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for declaring and refloring the natural, 
unalienable, and equal Right of ALL the 
Commons of Great Britain { Infants, 
Perſons of inſane Mind, and Criminals 
incapacitated by Law, only excepted} to 
vote in the Election of their Repreſenta= 
tives in Parliament: For regulating the 
Manner of ſuch Elections: F. or reſtor ing 
annual Parliuments: For giving an He- 
reditary Seat to the ſixteen Peers which 
ſhall be elected for Scotland: And for ef 


rabli in g more equitable Regulations con- 
cerning the Peerage of Scotland. 


WH EREAS the Life, 1 and 


Property, of every Man is or may 


be affected by the Law of the Land in 
which he lives, and every Man is bound 
to pay Obedience to the ſame. 


And whereas, by the Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, the Right of making Laws is 
veſted in the three Eſtates of King, Lords, 
and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, 
and the Conſent of all the three ſaid E- 
ſtates, comprehending the whole Commu- 
F : nitys 
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nity, is neceſſary to make Laws which 
bind the whole Community. 


And whereas the Houſe of Commons 
repreſents all the Commons of the Realm, 
and the Conſent of the Houſe of Com- 
mons binds the Conſent of all the Com- 
mons of the Realm, in all Caſes on which 
the Legiſlature is competent to decide. 


And whereas no Man is, or can be, ac- 
tually repreſented who hath not a Vote in 
the Election of his Repreſentative. 


And whereas it is the Right of every 
Commoner of this Realm (Infants, Per- 
ſons of inſane Mind, and Criminals inca- 
pacitated by Law, only excepted) to have 
a Vote in the Election of the Repreſenta- 
tive who is to give his Conſent to the 
making of Laws by which he is to be 


bound. 


And whereas the Number of Perſons 
who are ſuffered to vote for electing the 
Members of the Houſe of Commons do 
not at this Time amount to one fxth Part 
of the whole Commons of this Realm, 
whereby far the greater Part of the ſaid 
Commons are deprived of their Right to e- 
lect their Repreſentatives; and the — 


| 
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of the Majority of the whole Community 
to the patling of Laws is given by Perſons 
whom they have not delegated for ſuch 
Purpoſe; and the Majority of the ſaid 
Community are governed by Laws made 
by a very ſmall Part of the ſaid Commu- 
nity, and to which the ſaid Majority have 


not in fact conſented by themſelves or 


by their Repreſentatives. 


And whereas the State of Election of 
Members of the Houſe of Commons hath 
in Proceſs of Time ſo groſſly deviated from 
its ſimple and natural Principle of Repre- 


ſentation and Equality, that in ſeveral Pla- 


ces the Members are returned by the Pro- 
perty of one Man; that the ſmalleſt Bo- 
roughs ſend as many Members as the lar- 
geſt Counties; and that a Majority of the 
Repreſentatives of the whole Nation are 
choſen by a Number of Voters not exceed- 
ing rwelve Thouſand. 


Now for Remedy of ſuch partial and 
unequal Repreſentation and of the many 
Miſchiefs which have ariſen therefrom; 
and for reſtoring, aſſerting and maintain- 
ing the Rights of the Commons of this 
Realm, Be it declared and enacted, and it 
is hereby declared and enacted by the 


King's moſt excellent Majeſty by and with 
| F 2 the 
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the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled and by 
the Authority of the ſame, That every 
Commoner of this Realm (excepting only In- 
fants, Perſons of inſane Mind, and Crimi- 
nals incapacitated by Law) hath a natural 
unalienable and equal Right to vote in the. 
Election of his Repreſentative in Parliament. 


And whereas it was accorded by Statute 


in the fourth Year of the Reign of King 


Edward the Third“ that a Parliament 


«© ſhould be holden every Year once and 


<< more often if need be; which Statute 
was confirmed by another Statute paſſed in 
the 36th Year of the Reign of the ſaid 
King Edward the Third: And the Practice 
in ancient Times was for Writs to iſſue 

for the Election of a N ew Parliament, 


every Year. 


And whereas fr equent Elections are in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to enable the Com- 


mons to alter and amend the Choice of- 


their Repreſentatives as they may ſee Oc- 
caſion; and ſuch Elections ought to be aa 
frequent as may be, conſiſtent with the Uſe 

of a repreſentative Body; and the ancient 
Practice of annual Elections is well calcu- 


lated for ſuch Purpoſe. ; 
And 


(5) 
And whereas Triennial and Septennial 
Parliaments by rendering the Exer ciſe of 
the Right of Election leſs frequent tend 
to make the Repreſentatives leſs dependent 
on their Conſtituents than they always 
ought to be; and alſo deprive the Com- 
mons for many Years after they come of 
Age of their Franchiſe of electing their 
own Repreſentatives : Be it declared and 
enacted by the Authority aforeſaid Hat the 
Election of Members to ſerve in the Houſe 
of Commons ought to be annual. 


And whereas, in order to reform the 
manifold Abuſes which in Proceſs of Time 


ö —_ —_ - „3 — 20 — — © —_———— wine = * — — tas 1 — 5 7 - \- 
: — - = —— . e — — 2 Do — — Þ 2 he nas oy os 0p Fr), — — 2 5 Cs Fe pom poe—acones La Hye — — 2 — * — 2 — — — Rog _ ' — 2 
ate * ä —— . 4 3 Tv w__ Y: . — — — —— — 2 ele oe es ny ey > Moth tre GER * — — D — — —— — — — — — — 
71— v l — b A oi — — - * — - q by 9 C — —— : * 1 00 4 — 2 — - —— — 2 - 
2 rf nc — C «2x — — = "YI — 72 r — 4 — — * _ — - — — 1 2 — - 7 — 2 " — — ——_—4 2 
* — . —— — — = * — — * —— —— 5 . — — we wiki — * — * —ͤä/ —„—- — — 4 —— — ron - vu te > doo —  — 6 wo — % wm... —_ — ** * — 
— . - — — Aa — I mY * — —— — — . - — — — — — —u— — — * — * a * 5 23 - _— 
3 - ” Con — x qe — — — 4 2. —ͤ—„—ñ y — — — - - . — — — 9 —— — — 1 4 — ** — 2 — p 
eos or 4 = - >=% — —— a — — — — — i. 8 — — — — ä — — =- Y - CY G = ? — — — _— — 2 * 
UM 8 I * 8888 * 5 K . KRIS 
— — —ä — — — — — — ” - - — ——— - — — —oo 7 2 © — > 2 — — — 22 > 8 — * 22 CS — - = > _= . 
2 — _ * —— - — - > 4 - — > 5 _ — 3 - = - — . . 5 
PI. * wn mn 5 5 4 — b 3 I 


intended Reform ſhould be repealed and 
annulled, and that the Manner of electing 
the Commons in Parliament and all Mat- 
ters and Things reſpecting the ſame be 
new modelled according to the preſent 
State of the Kingdom and to the ancient 
and unalienable Rights of the People: 
Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid 
that all future Elections for Repreſenta- 

| tives 


have been ſuffered to take Root in the | 
Manner of electing the Repreſentatives of ; 
the Commons, and in order to eſtabliſh a | 
free, true, and equal Repreſention of all 10 
the People, it is neceſſary that all the _ 
Laws reſpecting the Election of Members | 

: of Parliament not applicable to the preſent ; 
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tives of the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parhament ſhall be made according to the 
Proviſions and Regulations of this Act, and 
not otherwiſe; and that all other Acts, 
Laws, Cuſtoms and Uſages contrary there- 
to, or ſuch Parts of them as are inconſiſt- 
ent therewith, ſhall be, and the ſame are 
hereby repealed, annulled, and made void 
to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. 


And be it further enacted that the Num- 
ber of Members to fit in the Houle of 
Commons ſhall remain and be the ſame as 
at preſent and ſhall conſiſt of ive Hundred 
and fifty eight Members. 


And whereas the due Proportion of 
Commoners to elect each Member of Par- 
liament can be properly determined but 
from a Knowledge of the whole Number 
of Commoners in the Kingdom having a 
a Right to vote: Be it enacted, that in or- 
der to aſcertain the ſame, this Act ſhall 
forthwith be tranſmitted by one of His 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State to 
the Miniſter of each Pariſh, and likewiſe 
to each acting Juſtice of the Peace, in Great 
Britain: And each of the ſaid Miniſters 
ſhall read, or cauſe to be read, the ſaid Act 
in his Pariſh Church immediately after 
divine Service and before the Sermon every 
9 5 Sunday 
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Sunday in the Month of November next: 
And each of the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace 
within their reſpective Diſtricts ſhall dili- 
gently enquire on every Sunday in the ſaid 
Month of November next whether the 
ſeveral Miniſters have read this Act ac- 
cordingly; and if it ſhall be found that 
any Miniſter ſhall have neglected ſo to do, 
the Juſtice of the Peace finding ſuch Neg- 
lect ſhall cauſe this Act to be read by 
ſome other Perſon on the next Sunday in 
ſuch Pariſh Church in Manner aforeſaid. 


And be it further enacted, that on the 
Firſt of December next the Miniſter of 
each Pariſh together with the Church 
Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor ſhall 
hold a Veſtry at the Church in the fail 
Pariſh, which ſhall open at eight o'Clock 
in the Forenoon and ſhall cloſe at Six 
o'Clock in the Afternoon of the ſame Day, 
at which all Perſons, not belonging to the 
Royal Navy or ſerving in the embodied 
Militia or Army, and being on that Day 
in the ſaid Pariſh, ſhall have Liberty to 
attend. And the ſaid Miniſter Church 
Wardens and Overſeers ſhall make out a 
true and correct Liſt of the Chriſtian and 
Surname, Trade, Occupation, Age, and 
_ uſual Place of Dwelling, of all the Men of 
the Age of 21 Years and upwards, who 
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on that Day ſhall be in their reſpective 
Pariſhes, and who ſhall appear and claim 
a Right to vote for the Election of Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and ſhall ſubſeribe and 
take the following Oath before the ſaid 
Miniſters Church Wardens and Overſeers 
who are hereby enabled and required to 
adminiſter the ſame, viz. © I A: B. do 
<<. ſwear, that 'I am a natural born Subject 
4 of Great Britain, that I am of the 
e Age of twenty-one Years, that I am 
« not ſerving in the embodied Militia, 
* nor belonging to the Royal Navy or 
«© Army, and that I have not this Day 
* been to claim my Right of voting for 
c the Election of a Member of Parlia- 
«© ment, or have been ſworn for the ſame 
c before, in this or any other Pariſh ot 
„ Place, fo help me God.” And ſuch 
Liſts. ſo made out ſhall be tin under 
the Signature and Seal of the ſaid Miniſter, 
and of each of the Church Wardens and 
Overſeers who ſhall attend ſuch Veſtry, to 

be a true and correct Liſt; and a Copy of 
the ſame ſhall be taken and preſerved by 
ſuch Minifter and by each of the ſaid 
Church Wardens and Overſeers ; and ſuch 
original Liſt together with all the' Copies 
of the ſame ſhall on the 15th Day of De- 
cember next be carried by ſuch Miniſter 
Church Wardens and Overſeers to the 


Juſtices 
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Juſtices of the Peace who are hereby requi- 
red to hold Petty Seſſions on that Day with- 
in their reſpective Diviſions; and ſuch 
Liſts and Copies ſhall then and there be 
ſworn to as true and corre before ſuch 
Juſtices of the Peace by ſuch Miniſter 
Church Wardens and Overſeers; and their 
reſpective Aﬀidavits ſhall be certified on 
the faid Liſt by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace. 
And ſuch original Liſt, ſo ſworn to, ſhall 
by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace be tranſmit- 
ted to the Clerk of the Peace of their re- 
ſpective Counties, or to the Town Clerk 
in Cities which are Counties of themſelves, 
ſo that ſuch Clerk of the Peace or Town 
Clerk may receive them on or before 
the firſt of January next. And the ſaid 
Clerks of the Peace and Town Clerks 
ſhall tranſmit the ſaid Liſts to one of His 
Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, fo 
that. he may receive. them on or before the 
2oth of January next. And one of the ſaid 
Secretaries of State ſhall forthwith ſend the 
ſaid Liſts to the twelve Judges, who ſhall 
meet in the Exchequer Chamber on the 
21ſt of January next for the Purpoſe of re- 
ceiving ſuch Liſts; 


And be it enacted, that the ſaid twelve 
Judges, then and there aſſembled, ſhall di- 
vide the total Number of Perſons ſo re- 

G turned 
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turned by the Number Five Hundred fifty 
eight, being the Number of Members to be 
choſen; and the Quotient found ſhall be ad- 
Judged to be the Number of Perſons having 
A Right to elect one Member of Parliament. 
And the faid Judges ſhall then proceed to 
compute from the ſaid Liſts the Number 
'of Perſons who have a Right to vote in each 
County, or City being a County of itſelf, 
in Great Britain; and ſhall determine the 
Number of Members to be elected by each 
County, or City being a County of itſelf, in 
Proportion (or as near as may be) to ſuch 
Number of Electors in each County or 
City, giving the Advantage to the ſmaller 
Counties or Cities where the Numbers 
will not admit of exact Diviſion. And 
the ſaid Judges, having fo determined the 
'Number of Members to be returned by 
each County and City being a County of 
itſelf, and the Number of EleRors to chuſe 
one Member, ſhall, on or before the iſt of 
February next, tranfmit an Account thereof 
'to the Lord High Chancellor of England. 


And be it enacted, that the ſaid Lord 
High Chancellor ſhall, within four Days 
after receiving ſuch Account, iſſue his 
Writ to the High Sheriff of each Coun- 
3 to the Chief Magiſtrate in each 
City which is a County of itfelf, in Great 
3 Britain, 
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Britain, directing him to ſummon a Grand 
Jury conſiſting of all ſuch Perſons then 
living as have been heretofore ſummoned ; 
on Grand Juries at the Aſſizes in his | 1 
County, to meet at Eight o' Clock in the . 
Forenoon, on the 10th of March next, at 
the uſual Place of holding the Summer 
Aſſizes for his County; and likewiſe the 
Miniſter Church Wardens and Overſeers . 
of each Pariſh within his County to attend 4 
the ſaid Grand Jury. And the ſaid Chan- 
cellor ſhall tranſmit to the ſaid High She- 
riff and chief Magiſtrate an Account of the 
Number of Members to. be returned by his 1 
County, and of the Number of Electors 
to chuſe one Member; which Account 
the ſaid Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate ſhall 


deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, to the 
| aid Grand Jury when aſſembled. 
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And be it enacted, that on the 1oth of 
March next the ſaid High Sheriff of. each 
County and Chief Magittrate of each City 
which is a County of itſelf in Great Bri- 
tain ſhall attend, and be Foreman of, 
the ſaid Grand Jury; or in Caſe of u na- 
voidable Abſence another Perſon ſhall be 
choſen as Foreman by the ſaid Grand Jury. 
And ſuch Foreman is hereby authorized 
and required, firſt to take, and then to ad- 
miniſter to every Perſon ſummoned and, 

G 2 who 


(12) 
| who ſhall attend the ſaid Grand Jury, the 
following Oath: * I A. B. do ſwear 
% that in the Allotment of the ſeveral 
« Pariſhes, or Parts of Pariſhes, into 
«& Diſtricts for the Election of Members 
« of Parliament within this County, I will 
« act according to the beſt of my Judg- 
© ment and Diſcretion, fairly and equal 
- © and for the Conyeniency of the ſaid Dif. 
9e tricts, ſo help me God.” And the faid 
Grand Jury ſhall then procecd to diſtribute 
into Diſtricts the ſeveral Pariſhes of their 
County. And each Diſtrict ſhall conſiſt (as 
nearly as may be) of ſuch Number of Per- 
ſons, having a Right to vote, as are allotted 
to chuſe one Member of Parliament accord- 
ing to the Liſts made out in ſuch Pariſhes, 
which will appear by the Duplicates preſer- 
ved by the Miniſters Church Wardens and 
Overſeers, who are hereby required to attend 
ſuch Grand jury with ſuch Duplicates. And 
where Pariſhes ſhall be greatly too large or 
too ſmall to form Diſtricts of themſelves, 
ſuch Pariſhes may be divided, or join- 
ed either in whole or in Part with other 
on, ee e for the Purpoſe of form- 
ing Diſtricts as aforeſaid, according to the 
Judgment and Diſcretion of the ſaid Grand 
Jury. And the faid Grand Jury having 
ſo divided their County into Diſtricts, the 
fame ſhall be adjudged to be and be called 
Boroughs + N 
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Boroughs: And the ſaid Grand Jury ſhall 
affix to each Borough the Name of the 
principal Pariſh in ſuch Borough. And. 
the ſaid Foreman ſhall return into the Court 
of Chancery, ſo that it may arrive there 
on or before the 1ſt of April next, a Lift 
of ſuch Boroughs within his County, cer- 
tified under the Hands and Seals of the 
ſaid Foreman and of all the Members wha 
attended the ſaid Grand Jury. And ſuch 
Certificate ſhall be in the following Form: 
% We, whoſe Names are hereunto ſub- 
e ſcribed and Seals affixed, the Fore- 
% man and Grand Jury of the County 
& of aſſembled on the 1oth-of 
f March 178 in Purſuance of an Act 
paſſed in the Year of His preſent 
„% Majeſty's Reign entitled an Act, &c. 
% do certify that the above Diſtribution 
“ js an equal Diviſion of the ſaid County 
* into Diſtricts as directed by the ſaid 
© Act, or as nearly ſo as the Circumſtan- 
* ces of this County would admit.” 


And be it enatted, That each of the 


titled in all future Elections to elect one 
Member to ſerve in the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament, and no more. And each 
Member ſo elected ſhall be called a Bur- 
geſs. And the ſaid Burgeſſes ſhall conſ- 

titute 


faid Boroughs in Great Britain ſhall be —"*Y 
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titute and form the Houfe of Com- 
mons of Great Britain. And no County 
City or Borough (other than is directed 
by this Act) ſhall in future be entitled to 
ſend any Knight, Citizen or Burgeſs to 
Parliament. 


And be it enacted, that the Lord High 
Chancellor, having received the Returns 
herein before directed to be made to him 
by the ſaid Foremen of Grand Juries, 
ſhall, on or before the 15th of April next, 
iſſue his Writ to the High Sheriff of each 
County, and to the chief Magiſtrate of 
each City being a County of itſelf in Great 
Britain, for the Election of one Mem- 
ber to ſerve in Parliament for each of the 
ſeveral Boroughs within his County or 
City: And the Form of the ſaid Writs ſhall 
be ſuch as is annexed to this Act. And 
the ſaid High Sheriff and chief Magiſtrate 
ſhall, within four Days after the Receipt of 
the ſaid Writ, iſſue his Precept to the 
Head Conſtable or Senior Peace Officer, 
for the Time being, of each Borough with- 
in his County or City (who is hereby ap- 
pointed Returning Officer of ſuch Borough) 
for the Election of one aer to ſerve in 
Parliament for the ſaid Borough; and the 
Form of the ſaid Precept Fg be ſuch as. 


is Ty to, this Act. 12 
And 


\ 
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And be it enacted, that the Return 


ing Officer of each Borough ſhall on the 


15th of May next cauſe Proclamation 


to be made in each Pariſh within his Bo- 
rough that the Day fixed for chuſing a 


New Parliament is the firſt of Septem- 


ber following; and that every Perſon, 


intending to offer himſelf as a Can- 
didate for the ſaid Borough, and duly 
qualified by Law, is to ſend to him the 
ſaid Returning Officer a Declaration in 


Writing, ſigned by ſuch Perſon, of his being 
a Candidate to repreſent the ſaid Borough; 
fo that he the ſaid Returning Officer 
may receive the fame on or before the 1 5th 


of June next. And the faid Returning 


Officer ſhall, on the 16th of June next, 
cauſe the ſaid Declaration or Declarations 
to be proclaimed / in every Pariſh within 
his Borough, and a Copy thereof atteſt- 
ed under his Signature to be affixed” oh 
the Door of the Church of every Pariſh 
within his Borough; or in Caſe he ſhall 
not have received any ſuch Declaration he 

| ſhall make Proclamation that there are no 
Candidates for the ſaid Borough. And it 
' ſhall and may be lawful for the Inhabi- 
tants of ſuch Borough to aſſemble in their 
- reſpeCtive Pariſhes. on the 17th of June 


next to conſider of the Candidates (if any) 
| who 
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who offer, and to declare any other Cani⸗ 
didate or Candidates a may think 


proper, by Writing addreſſed to the 
eturning Officer and ſigned by not 
leſs 3 one Hundred of the ſaid Inhabi- 
tants; provided ſuch Declaration be deli- 
vered to the ſaid Returning Officer before 
Six O Clock in the Evening on the ſaid 
175th Day of June next, and that the Qua- 
Ubitation: of ſuch Candidate or Candidates 
to fit in Parliament be ſituate within the 
{aid Borough. And the ſaid Returning 
Othcer ſhall, 'on the 18th of June next, 
cauſe. a Liſt of all ſuch Candidates, diſ- 
tinguiſhing thoſe who offer themſelves 
from thoſe who are ſet up by the Inhabi- 
tants, to be proclaimed in every Pariſh 
within his Borough and bkewife a Copy 
of ſuch Liſt wicked. under his Signature 
to be affixed on the Door of the Church 
of every Pariſh within his Borough. And 
the ſaid Returning Officer ſhall, on the faid 
38th of June: ih tranſmit by the Poſt to 
one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries 
of State à Liſt of ſuch Candidates, And 
one of the ſaid Secretaries of State | ſhall 
cauſe the ſame to be inſerted in the Ga- 
rette on or before the 15th of July next: 
And no other Perſon ſhall thereafter be- 
come a Candidate for ſuch anne at 
kuch Election. FF 
n 
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And be it enacted, that every Perſoti 
who ſhall be ſo declared by one Hundred 
of the Inhabitants of any Pariſh to be a 
Candidate for. the Borough in which ſuch 
Pariſh is ſituate, and whoſe Qualification 
ſhall at the Time of ſuch Declaration be 
ſituate within the ſaid Borough, thall, if 
choſen, be compellable to attend Parlia- 
ment like other Members. Provided al- 
ways that no Perſon having ſerved for one 
Parliament ſhall be compellable to ſerve 
again, N 


And be it thacted, that the Senior Peace 
Officer for the Time being of each Pariſh 
ſhall a& as Deputy. to the Returning Officer 
of the Borough in which ſuch Parifh is ſi- 
tuate, and ſhall in all Things reſpecting this 
Act pay due Obedience to ſuch Directions 
as he ſhall receive from the Returning Of- 
ficer, and previouſly to his acting as his 
Deputy ſhall take the following Oath 
before the ſaid Returning Officer, I A. B. 
will faithfully, and honeſtly diſcharge 

* my Duty as Deputy to the Returning 
0 Officer of the Borough o ß 
„in the Election of a Member of Parlia- 
% ment, ſo help me God, which Oath 
the ſaid Returning Officer is hereby au- 
thorized and required to adminiſter, _ 


A La) 


. And 
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And be it whey: that on the Firſt of 
| Se. tember next the Senior Peace Officer 
in each Pariſh throughout the Kingdom of 
Great Britain ſhall make Proclamation 

at 8 O'Clock in the Forenoon, at the 
Church of the ſaid Pariſh, that he is 
immediately proceeding to the Election of 
a Member to ſerve in Parliament for the 
Borough in which ſuch Pariſh is ſituate; 
and ht ſuch Election will cloſe at Six 
o'Clock on the ſame Evening. And ſuch 
Senior Peace Officer ſhall then declare the 
Names of ſuch Perſons as are legal Can 
didates for ſuch” Borough, and TAP * 
"cauſe. to be read the Clauſes in this Act 
which inflict Penalties on Perſons who 
ſhall be found guilty of Perjury, Bribery, 
| Corruption, or other Offences againſt this 
Act, and which incapacitate Perſons” con- 
vided of certain Crimes from being elec- 
ed, or from voting for the Election of, a 
1 25 of Parliament. And the aid 


Res, of all Rick Men as ſhall on that 
| Day be in the ſaid Pariſh and ſhall offer 
theme to vote. And ſuch Poll ſhall con- 
tinue open until Six o' Clock in the After- 


noon of the ſame Day and no longer. And 
every 


(19) 


every Man offering himſelf to vote, ſhall 
give an Account of his Chriſtian Name, 
Surname, Trade or Occupation, and uſual 
and laſt Place of Abode, and ſhall fign his 
Name or make his Mark oppoſite to an 
Entry thereof which ſhall be made in a 
Book to be provided by the Senior Peace 
Officer for ſuch Purpoſe. And every Man 
offering himſelf to vote ſhall take the fol- 
lowing Oath, which the ſaid Officer is 
hereby authorized and required to admi- 
niſter. I A. B. do ſwear that I ama 
„ natural Born Subject of Great Britain, 
that I am twenty-one Years of Age, that 
I haye not on this Day voted before in 
« this Parifh' or in any other Pariſh or 
« Place for the Election of a Member 
© of Parliament; that I am not an Officer, 


« Officer, Drummer or private Man in 
* the embodied Militia, Navy, or Army; 
« and that my Chriſtian Name, Surname, 
„Trade, Occupation, and uſual and laſt 
% Place of abode is ſuch as by me now de- 
«© clared, fo help me God.” And every 
Man offering himſelf to vote ſhall further 
take ſuch Oath or Oaths as are,. or may 
be, enacted againſt Bribery and Corrup- 
tion. And every Man whatever (not of in- 
ſane Mind or a Criminal incapacitated by 
Law) offering himſelf to vote in any Pariſh, 


«© non-Commiſſioned Officer, Warrant- 


© who 
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who. ſhall have given an Account of himſelf 
as aforeſaid, and ſhall have taken the afore- 
faid Oaths, ſhall be admitted to Vote at 
ſuch Election for ſuch legal Candidate as 
he ſhall think fit. 6 


And be it enacted, that in Caſe the faid 
Senior Peace Officer ſhall have cauſe to 
ſuſpect that any Perſon voting at ſuch E- 
lection is not entitled ſo to vote according 
to the true Intent and Meaning of this 
AR, or ſh. li be requeſted by any of the 
Candidates or by any of their Agents to 
place a Quere oppoſite to the Name of any 
Voter, ſuch Officer ſhall enter in the Poll 
Book a Quere oppoſite to the Name of 
der Voter with the Reaſon of ſuch Quere, 
ut ſhall not refuſe to take the Vote of any 
Man who ſhall have ſigned the Book and 
taken the Oaths aforeſaid; and the Va- 
lidity of ſuch queried Vote ſhall afterwards 
be determined, upon Petition, by the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons to 
which ſuch Election ſhall be referred. 
And ſuch.Peace Officer ſhall on the Day 
. next after the Election deliver. to the Re- 
turning Officer gf his Borough the Poll 
Book ſo taken. And the Senior Peace Ofh- 
er of every Pariſh ſhall provide a ſufficient 
3 of Clerks to aid and aſſiſt him in 
taking the ſaid Poll. And the Juſtices of 


the Peace in their Quarter Seflions, to be 
i. i held 
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held next after ſuch Expence for the 


Hire of the faid Clerks and the Purchaſe 
of the ſaid Books ſhall have been incurred, 
ſhall allow the fame, or ſo much as they 
ſhall deem reaſonable ; and ſuch Expences 
ſo allowed ſhall be paid by the Treaſuret 
of the County out of the County Rates. 


And whereas Men ſerving as Officers, 


Non - Commiſſioned Officers, Warrant 
Officers, Drummers or Private Men in 
the embodied Militia, Navy or Army, 
may at the Time of Election be aſſem- 
bled together in large Bodies in Places 
diſtant from their reſpective Pariſhes, 
and if ſuffered to vote like other Sub- 
jects for whatever Borough they may 


chuſe, might combine together under im- 


proper Influence and vote in Bodies, and 
thereby decide the Election in Places to 
which they do not belong, and where they 
have no Connexion, to the Prejudice of 
the Inhabitants of ſuch Places and of the 
Kingdom at large: And whereas it would 
be unjuſt that Men who expoſe their Lives 
for the Defence of their Country ſhould 
be deprived of thoſe eſſential Rights which 
are by this Act reſtored to every Subject, 
Be it enacted for the Preſervation of ſuch 
Rights, and for the Prevention of ſuch 
Inconveniences, that every Officer, Non- 

Comqiſſioned 
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Commiſſioned Officer, Warrant Officer, 
Drummer, and Private Man in the Em. 
bodied Militia, Navy or Army ſhall he 
entitled to vote for the Election of a Mem- 
ber to repreſent him in Parliament in the 
Manner herein after directed and not 
otherwiſe. | 


And be it enacted, that every Officer, 
Non-Commiſſioned Officer, Warrant Of- 
ficer, Drummer and Private Man in the 
Navy or Army, and every Officer, Non- 
Commiſſioned Officer and Drummer of 
Militia when embodied, ſhall (if he ſhall 
fo think fit) as ſoon as he ſhall arrive, or be, 
in any Port or Place within this Kingdom, 
go before and be examined upon Oath by 
of rag of the Peace touching the Place, 
of his laſt Settlement if in England, or of 
his Birth if in Scotland; and ſuch Juſtice of 
the Peace ſhall for the Purpoſe of this Act 
adjudge the ſame accordingly, and give a 
Certificate of ſuch Adjudication to the 
Commanding Officer of the Ship or Corps. 

to which fuck Man belongs ; and when any 


Man ſhall enter, or enliſt, or receive a Com- 
miſſion in the Militia, Navy or Army, a 
fimilar Proceeding in reſpect to ſuch Man 
ſhall be had if required; and the faid Com- 
manding Officer ſhall from Time to Time, 
within 8 Days after the Receipt of ack 
uc 


(23) 
N ſuch” Certificate from a Juſtice of the 
Peace tranſmit the ſame to the Office of 
Admiralty or War Office, And ſuch 
Certificate ſhall be filed and kept in 
the ſaid Office as Matter of Record. And 
the Board of Admiralty or Secretary at 
War ſhall, within one Month after the 
Receipt of ſuch Certificate, cauſe a Co- 
py thereof atteſted by the Secretary or 
Chief Clerk of the ſaid Office to be tranſ- 
mitted to the Pariſh to which ſuch Man 
is adjudged to belong: And in Caſe any 
Man ſhall be removed or drafted from one 
Ship or Corps to another, an Account of 
ſuch Removal ſhall in like Manner be 
certified to ſuch Pariſh: And all ſuch 
Certificates ſo tranſmitted to ſuch Pariſh 
ſhall be preſerved in a Cheſt in the Church 
of ſuch Pariſh. 5 


And be it further enacted, That every 
Officer, Non-Commiſſioned Officer, War- 
rant Officer, Drummer, or Private Man, 
in the Navy or Army, ſhall be entitled 
to vote for the Election of a Member 
of Parliament only for the Borough in 1 
which the Pariſh to which he has been - Ml 
: ſo adjudged to belong is fituate: And i! 

every Officer ſerving in the Militia, 
who ſhall have delivered in to the Clerk 
of the Peace his Qualification, ſhall, du- 
ring 


| 
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ting the Time he is embodied; be en- 
titled to vote for the Election of a Mem- 
ber of Parliament only in ſuch Borough 
where ſuch Qualification, or the greater 
Part thereof, is ſituate: And every o- 
ther Officer, Non-Commiſſioned Officer 
and Drummer of Militia ſhall during 
the Time he is embodied, be entit- 
led to vote for the Election of a Mem- 
ber of Parliament only in ſuch Borough 
in which the Pariſh he all have been ſo 
adjudged to belong is ſituate: And e- 
very Private Militia Man, while he is em- 
bodied, ſhall be entitled to vote for the 
Election of a Member of Parliament only 
for the Borough in which the Pariſh he 
ſhall then be ſerving for is ſituate. And 
the Clerk of the Peace in each County 
where the Militia is or ſhall be raiſed ſhall 
on the Firſt of Auguſt next make out a 
Certificate of the Qualification delivered to 
him of each Officer who ſhall then be ſer- 
ving in the embodied Militia, and ſhall 
fign and tranſmit the ſame to the Senior 
Peace Officer of the Pariſh in which the 
faid Qualification, or the major Part there- 
of, is fituate. 5 


| And be it enacted, that as ſoon as the 
Liſt of Candidates ſhall appear in the 
Gazette, every Officer, Non-Commiſſ ey 
Officer 
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Officer; Warrant Officer, Drummer. and 
Private Man in the Embodied Militia, 
Navy, or Army, who ſhall, at that Time be 
reſiding. in Great Britain, or be 1 in any. Port 
within the Kingdom, ſhall, within twen- 
ty-ſix Days after the ſaid Publication in 
the Gazette (that is, on or before the roth 
of Auguſt next) have a Right to go before 
a Juſtice of the Peace, and give his Vote in 
Fayor of. any. Perſon who is a legal Can- 
didate for ſuch Borough as he is entitled 
to vote. And the ſaid Juſtice of the 
Peace ſhall read to ſuch Perſon a Liſt of 
the Candidates for the Borough for which 
he ſhall claim a Right to vote, as publiſhed 
in the Gazette; and alſo the Clauſes in 
this Ad which inflict Penalties on Perſons 
who ſhall be found guilty of Perjury, Bri- 
bery, Corruption, or other Offences againſt 
this Act, and which incapacitate Perſons 
convicted of certain Crimes from being e- 
lected, or from voting for the Election of, 
a Member of Parliament; and ſhall — 
wiſe adminiſter to ſuch Perſons the fol- 
lowing Oath: I A. B. do ſwear that I 
% am a natural born Subject of Great Bri- 
« tain, that I ain pon Years of 
Age, that I am an Officer, Non-Com- 
% miſſioned Officer, Warrant Officer, 
% Drummer, or Private Man in the em- 


"” bodied Militia, N avy or Army (as the 
c I ED cc Caſe 
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% Caſe may be, ſpecifying the Ship of 

4 as. fo which 25 187 belon 38 
that I have not before voted for any o- 
4 ther Place than that for which I now 
« claim a Right to vote. And likewiſe 
fach Oath or Oaths as are, or ſhall be, en- 
acted againſt Bribery and Corruption : 
And ſuch Juſtice of the Peace ſhall then 
fake an Account of the Name, Rank, and 
Corps, of ſuch Perſon, and of. the Candi- 
date for whom he ſhall vote; which Ac- 
count ſhall be ſubſcribed and ſworn to by 
| fuch Perſon, and certified by ſuch Juſtice 
of the Peace, who ſhall by the next Poſt 
tranſmit the ſame to the Returning Of- 
ficer of the Borough for which ſuch Per- 
ſon ſhall vote, ſuch Perſon paying to the 
Clerk of the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace one 
Shilling for the ſame, and no more. And 
the Returning Officers of the ſeveral Bo- 
rfoughs ſhall not be chargeable with any 
Duty of Poſtage for Letters containing 
 fuch Certificates. WT TS TENTS” = 


And be it enacted, that one his Majeſ- 
3 principal Secretaries of State ſhall cauſe 
e Gazette or Gazettes, containing the ſaid 
Eift of Candidates, to be tranſmitted, as 
foon as publiſhed, to every acting Juſtice 
of the Peace within the Kingdom. 


Provided 


ceived the Poll Books, proceed, with the 
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Provided always that nothing in this 
Act contained ſhall deprive or be conſtru- 
ed to deprive any Perſon belonging to the 
Militia, when diſembodied, from voting in 
ſuch Borough as he ſhall think fit, in the 
ſame Manner as all other Commoners are 
by this Act enabled to do. 


And be it enacted, that the ſaid Returning 
Officer ſhall immediately after having re- 


Aſſiſtance of the Peace Officers Who have 


taken the Poll Books, to examine the ſaid 


Poll Books, together with ſuch Certificates 


as ſhall have been made to ſuch Returning 
Officer from ſuſtices of the Peace of the 


Votes given by Perſons in the embodied 
Militia, Navy, and Army, for his Bo- 


rough; and "ſhall compare ſuch. Certifi- | 


cates of Votes with the Certificates before 
tranſmitted from the Admiralty, or War 
Office, of the Adjudications reſpecting ſuch 
Right of voting ; and with the Certificates 
of the Clerks of the Peace concerning the 
Qualification of Officers of Militia: And 
ſuch of the faid Votes as ſhall appear to 
the ſaid Returning Officer to be legal 
Votes, ſhall be by him admitted as fuch : 
And ſuch Returning Officer ſhall, within 


three Days after the Election, declare that 


46ꝶ6 = 


Candidate to be duly elected who ſhall ap- 
12 pear 
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pear from the Poll Books, and from the 

CertificateV Votes, to have the greateſt Num- 
ber of legal Votes in his Favor, admitting 
ſuch as are queried. And the ſeveral Re- 
turning Officers ſhall, immediately after ha- 
ving made ſuch Declaration, make their Re- 
turns to the Precepts from their reſpeCtive 
High Sheriffs. And the reſpective High She- 
riffs ſhall, immediately after receiving ſuch 
Returns from the Returning Officers, make 
their Returns to the Writs from the Lord 
High Chancellor. And the Lord High 
Chancellor ſhall cauſe a Liſt of the Names 
of the Members who are returned for 
the reſpective Boroughs, to be publiſhed 
in the Gazette, on or before the Firſt of 
Oben. 429097 


And be it enacted, that it ſhall be lawful 
for every Commoner (poſſeſſing a landed 
Qualification as by Law directed) to offer 
himſelf as a Candidate for any Borough 
within the Kingdom, and for as many Bo- 
Toughs as he ſhall think proper ; and if any 
Candidate is returned a Member for more 
than one Borough, ſuch Member ſhall, 
within fourteen Days after the Liſt of 
Members returned ſhall have been. pub- 
liſhed in the Gazette, make his Option in 
Writing, directed to the Lord * Chan- 


cellor of England, of the Place for which _ 
4 r K 


(29) 

he chuſes to ſerve. And the Lord High 4 
Chancellor ſhall forthwith iſſue a new _ Wk 
Writ for a new Election for that Borough, 
or thoſe Boroughs, for which ſuch Mema 
ber hath not made his Option to | ſerve, | ! 
And in Caſe any Vacancy ſhall happen bd 
for any Borough previous to the Election bi 
of a Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 1 
the Lord High Chancellor ſhall iſſue his 3 
Writ for filling up ſuch Vacancy; and in 1 
Caſe any Vacancy ſhall happen for any 
Borough after a Speaker is choſen, the Pn 
Speaker ſhall iſſue his Warrant for filling MIA 
up fuch Vacancy. LATTE as; 


And be it enacted, that whey any Va- 
cancy for à Borough is to be filled up; 
ſuch Perſons only as by the Poll Books or 
Certificates ſhall appear to have actu- 
ally voted at the laſt General Election in 
or for the Borough where fuch Vacancy | 
ſhall happen, ſhall have a Right to vote at | 
the Election occaſioned by ſuch Vacancy. 


And be it enacted, that the Houſe 
of Commons, ſo choſen; ſhall meet every 
Year, when ſummoned by His. Majeſty's | 
Proclamation for the Diſpatch of Buſi- 
neſs: That all Petitions concerning un- | 
due Returns ſhall be preſented the firſt | 
Bay of the Seſſions: That the "_ 
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of Commons, immediately after ſwearing 
their Members, - ſhall proce 
Committees, as by Law directed, to de- 
cide Elections againſt which Petitions ſhall 
have been — That no other Buſi- 
neſs ſhall bs proceeded on until all the faid 
controverted Eleckions ſhall be decided: 
That ſeveral Committees may proceed at 
the ſame Time on different Elections: 
That the Houſe ſhall ſit and be called over 
every Day until Committees for all con- 
teſted Elections ſhall be formed: That no 
Committee ſhall be allowed to fit longet 
than three Days for the Determination &f 
any one Election: That no Council for an 
of the Parties ſhall be allowed to ſpeak af - 
ter the firſt Day: And that the Witneſſes 
ſhall be examined by the Committee and 
dot by the Cnet 


And be it 3 and eine 5 the 
Authority aforeſaid, that the Houſe of 
Commons, ſo elected, ſhall be taken and re- 
puted to be the only true Repreſentatives 
of all the Commons of Great Britain, and 
mall, by the Conſent of the ſaid Repre- 
| urn Ay or by the Majority of them, 
bind the Conſent of all the Commons 
of Great Britain, in all Matters and 
Things on which the ſaid Houſe of Com- 


aas is competent to decide, and 45 
e 


ed to chuſe 
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the paſſing of all ſuch Laws as Pct Hannkogt 
hath a * to enact. ax 


Sf 


Ain be it 3 EE; that the 
Houſe of Commons, fo choſen, ſhall conti- 
nue, and be, the Repreſentatives of the 
Commons of Great Britain for one Year 
only, and no longer; to be computed from 
the firſt Day of September on which ſuch 
Election ſhall have taken Place. And that 
on the firſt Day of September in every 
Year,. for ever after, (or on the ſecond of 
September when the Furſt ſhall fall on a 
Sunday) all the Commons of Great Bri- | 
tain (excepting only . Minors, Perſons of 
inſane Mind, and Criminals incapaci- 
tated by Law)-ſhall proceed to the Elec- 
tion of new Burgeſſes, 1 in the ſame Manner 
and Form, as is herein before directed t6 
be obſerved for the Election of er 
for the Year next enſuing. | 


* 


And 3 the 3 Which by this 
Act are directed to be taken, for preventing 
the Admiſſion of illegal Votes, may not be 
a ſufficient: Guard againſt the ſame, unleſs 
the Breachiof ſuch Oaths be attended with 
Puniſhments adequate to ſuch Offences, 
Be it enacted, that in Caſe any Perſon 
ſhall be duly convicted of Wilful Perjury, 
in falſely king any of the Oaths pre- 
{cribed 


(32) 


ſeribed by this Act, every ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be committed to the Common Goal of the 
County where ſuch Offence ſhall have 
been committed, there to remain without 
Bail or Mainprize for the Space of - three 
Years, and be incapa ble of ever voting a+ 

n in any Borough for the Election of a 
Member of Parliament. Provided always 
that every Proſecution for ſuch Offence 
ſhall be commenced within twelve Calen- 
dar Months next after the ſame; ſhall Ras 
een committed, and nat alem. cy 
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a And be it pe at "thats no "Partba) v 0 
has been, or ſhall be, duly convicted in a 
Court of Law within this Realm of the 
Crimes of High Treaſon, Treaſon, Mur- 


der, Felony, Perjury, Forgery, Grand or 
Petty Larceny, or any of them, ſhall be 

capable of being elected, or of voting for 
the Election of, Member of Parliament in 
or for ay Borou Sh within this Kingdom: 


20 1 


* be it Forthas 3 that 36 any 
Perſon herein directed to perform or do 
any Matter or Thing relative to the carry- 
ing this Act into Execution, ſhall neglect, 
or refuſe, to pay due Obedience thereto, 
in ſuch Manner, and at ſuch Times, as is 


be are herein benen. every Perſon ſo 
= JU | | offending 


4 


f 2 
6 40 


(33) 


offending ſhall forfeit the Sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds to any Perſon who ſhall 
ſue for the {ame in any of His Majeſty's 
Courts of Record at Weſtminſter by Action 
of Debt Bill Plaint or Information, wherein 
no Eſſoin Protection or Wager of Law, 
nor more than one Imparlance, ſhall be al- 
lowed. And in Caſe ſuch Offender ſhall 
be the Lord High Chancellor, or any of 
the Judges, or either of the Secretaries of 
State, or any Clerk of the Peace, he ſhall, 

over and above ſuch Penalty, be, from the 
Time of ſuch Conviction, incapable of ever 
holding .any Office of Truſt or Profit. 


Provided always that every Suit, Action, 


or Proſecution for ſuch Offence, ſhall be 
commenced within 12 Calendar Months 
next after the ſame ſhall have been com- 
mitted, and not af terwards. 


And whereas the Peers of bcotlanid in the 
Parliament of Great Britain are at preſent e- 
lected for Seven Vears, whereby the ſaid Peers 
— Scotland are not upon the ſame Foot- 

ing with the Hereditary Peers of En gland, 
Be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
that the Peers of Scotland ſhall, on the 
firſt Day of September next, proceed to the 
Election of ſixteen Peers to ſit in the Par- 
liament of Great Britain for the Kingdom 

K of 
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Ir Scotland, and that ich fixteen Peers 1 


Aected, ani their Heirs Male ſucceeding to 

their Peerage, ſhall, from, the Time of ſuch 
Election, continue to fit ant vote in the 

Parliaments of Great Britain, as Peers of 

Scotland, N any new Election for 

Tuch Purpoſe. And when any Vacancy 

Hall ha ape, by. the Extinction of the 

Male Line in any of the Peerages be- 

Tonging to the N88 elected to repteſent 

the Peerage of Scotland in the Parliament 

of Great Britain, ſuch Vacancy thall be 

filled up by a Peer of Scotland, to be'cho- 

ſen by the Peers of Scotland; and the 

Peer fo choſen, and his "Heirs Male fiic- 

ceeding to his Title, ſhall, from the Time 

of ack Election, continue to fit and vote 

in the Parliaments of Great Britain, as a 

Peer of Scotland, without * new Elec 
tion for ſuch Purpoſe. 


And whereas: Peers K Scotland int a 
Right to fit and vote in the Parliament of 
Great Britain, whether by Election of the 
Peers of Scotland, or 'by being alſo Engliſh 
Peers, onght not 4 0 Hue dubcher Vote to 
be repreſented in the ſaid Parliament, Be 
it enacted, that no Perſon having a Right 
to ſit and vote in the Parliament of Great 
Britain, either as a Peer of a or of 
Scotland 


( 35 ) 


Scotland, ſhall have a Right to vote for the 
Election of a Peer of Scotland to fit and 
vote in the, mg Pana, of Great Bri- 
tain. N FY 

Rad dah the Peers! of Scotland, not 
elected to ſit and vote in the Parliament of 


Great Britain, will, have a_ more diſtant 


Proſpect of being ſo elected, When the 
Right of ſitting 14 voting is Hereditary 
ins Male Line of the Families of the 
Peers ſo elected, and when there will be no 
new Elections excepting when ſuch Peer- 
ages. in the, Male Line ſhall become ex- 
tinct; and it is unreaſonable that the Peers 
of Scotland not elected as aforeſaid ſhould 
for ſo long a. Time be deprived of the Ca- 
pacity, which all other Subjects within the 
Realm have, of being <c reated Peers of 
Great Britain, and of being elected Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons: And 
whereas it is alſo unreaſonable that the 
eldeſt Sons, and Heirs apparent, of Peers of 
Scotland ſhould not be eligible. to re 
ſent the Commons of Scotland, in the 

Manner as They, and the eldeſt Sons aſd 
Heirs apparent of the Peers of Eng- 
land, are eligible to repreſent the Com- 


mons in England, Be it enacted by the 


Authoritv aforeſaid, that all Peers of 
* A 2 Scotland, 


( 36 ) 
r tC anti, 
Scotland, as likewiſe the eldeſt Sons, 
and Heirs, apparent, of Peers of Scot- 
land, ſhall in future be capable of being 
created Peers of Great Britain, and of fit- 
ting and voting in Parliament in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Creation, and that the pri- 
or Poſſeſſion, of a Peerage of Scotland, or 
being eldeſt Son, or Heir apparent, of a 
Peer-of Scotland, ſhall be no. Bar or Hin- 
derance to ſuch new Creation. And that all 
Peers of Scotland, not elected to fit and 
vote in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and the eldeſt Sons, and Heirs apparent, of 


4 


Peers of Scotland, ſhall be, and they are 
hereby declared to. be, capable of cine 
choſen to repreſent the Commons of Gr 

Britain, for any Borough within the Realm, 
in the ſame manner as other Perſons not 
| having a Right to fit and vote in the 
Houſe of Lords. And that the Poſſeſſion 
of ſuch Peerage of Scotland, or the being 
Eldeſt Son, or Heir apparent, of a Peer of 
Scotland, ſhall be no Bar or Hindrance to 


ſuch Election, in any Borough or Place 
within the Realm. . 
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Form of the Writ to be iſſued by the Lord 
High Chancellor, on or before the x5th 
of April, every Year, to the High Sheriff 
of each County, and to the Chief Ma- 


giſtrate of each City 
i ſelf, in Great Britain. 


EORGE the Third, by the Grace of 
God of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and 
ſo forth. To the Sheriff of the County 
(or City) of 8 Whereas 
by the Advice and Aſſent of our Coun- 
eil for certain arduous and urgent Af- 
fairs, concerning us, the State and Defence 
of our Kingdom of Great Britain, and 
the Church, we have ordered a certain 
Parliament to be holden at our. City of 
Weſtminſter on the Day f/ 
next enſuing, then and there to treat and 
have Conference with the Prelates and 


Great Men and Peers of our Realm, 


Therefore we command and ſtrictly enjoin. 


you, that you cauſe Proclamation of the 


Day and Place aforeſaid to be made in 
your next County Court to he holden after 
the Receipt of this our Writ, and that with- 
in four Days after receiving this our Writ, 
you iſſue your Precept to the Head Con- 
| ſtable or Senior Peace Officer for the 
Time 


(38) 


Time being, of each Borough within your 
County (ar. City) for the Election of one 
Member to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch 
Borough, directing him, on the 1ſt of . 
tember next, to cauſe one Burgeſs of 
moſt ſufficient and diſcreet, freely and in- 
differently, to be elected by thoſe who 
ſhall be preſent at ſuch Election, according 
to the Form of an Act paſſed in the - 
Year. of our Reign entitled“ An Act for 
«« deglaring and reſtoring the natural, un- 
« alienable and equal Right of All the 
* Commons of Great Britain (Infants, 
« Perſons of inſane Mind, and Criminals 
« * ingapacitated by Law, only excepted) 
5, to vote in the Election of their Repre- 
85 ſentatives in Parliament: For regulating 
% the Manner of ſuch Elections: For re- 
6 ſtoring annual Parliaments: For 
&« an Hereditary Seat to the Sixteen Peers 
% which ſhall be elected for Scotland: And 
« for eſtabliſhing more equitable Regula- 
tions concerning the Peerage of Scot- 
* land. And the Names of thoſe Burgeſ- 
ſes ſq to. be elected (whether they be preſent 
or abſent) you cauſe to be inſerted in certain 
Indentures to be thereupon made between 
you and thoſe who ſhall he preſent at 
ſuch Election, and them at the Day and 
Place aforeſaid, you cauſe to come in ſuch 
mannes, that the ſaid Burgeſſes for . 
; elves 


ſelves and the Commonalty of the faid 
Boroughs, may have from them full and 
ſufficient Power-to do and conſent to thoſe 
Things which then and there by the 
Common Council of our ſaid Kingdom 
(by the Bleſſing of God) ſhall happen to 
be ordained upon the aforeſaid Affairs, ſo 
that for Want of ſuch Power, through. an 
improvident Election of the faid Burgeſſes, 
the aforeſaid, Affairs may in no wiſe re- 
main unfiniſhed. Willing nevertheleſs 
that neither you nor any other Sheriff of 
this our ſaid Kingdom be in any wife 11 
elected. And that the Elections, in the 1 
full Boroughs in your County, ſo made 114 
diſtinctly and openly under your Seal and 


| 
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the Seals of thoſe who ſhall be preſent at 
ſuch Election, you do certify to us in our [ 
Chancery, at the Place aforeſaid, immedi- 
ately after Returns ſhall have been made — 
to your Precepts from the aforeſaid Head | 
Conſtables or Senior Peace Officers of 


each Borough within your ſaid County, 
(or City) remitting to us one Part of the 
aforeſaid Indentures annexed to theſe Pre- 1 
ſents, together with this Writ. "Witneſs | 
ourſelf at Weſtminſter the Day of 
in the Year of our Reign. LEY 
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Form of the: 3 to 1 iſſued by the 

High Sheraff of each County, and by the 
Ca Magiſtrate of each City, being a 
* County of atſelf, in Great Britain, every 
Tear, within four Days after receivin 
tbe Writ from the Lord High Chance}. 
bur, to the Head Conſtable or Senior 
Peace Officer, for the Time being, of each 
- Borough within bis Corry: ar City, 


— (to wit } A. B. Ear: Sheriff of the 
RE (or City) aforeſaid, To the Head 
Conſtable or Senior Peace Officer of the 
Borough of in my ſaid County (or 
City) 8 Buy Virtue of his Majeſ- 
ty's Writ under the Great Seal of Great 
Britain to me directed for electing a Bur- 
gels to ſerve. i in the Parliament to be hold- 
en wo the nar Weſtminſter on tge 

| next enſuing, for the Bo- 
* — 5 


— Ho” . 62 


aforeſaid, Theſe are there- 
fore to will and requite you that you make 
Proclamation within the ſaid Borough of 
the Day of Election, and cauſe freely and 
indifferently to be elected one Burgeſs: of 
the moſt ſufficient and diſereet, by the ſe 
who ſhall be preſent at ſuch Election, ac- 
cording to the Form of an Act paſſed in 
the Year of our Reign, | 
entitled © An Act for declaring and re- 


« ſtoring 
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e ſtoring the natural, unalienable, and e- 
re qual Right of ALL the Commons of 
c Great Britain (Infants, Perſons of in- 
ſane Mind, and C. iminals incapacitated 
* by Law, only excepted) to vote in the 
«Election of their Repreſentatives in 
% Parliament: For regulating the Mannet 
of ſuch Elections: For reſtoring annual 
«© Parliaments: For giving an Hereditary 
* Seat to the Sixteen Peers which ſhall be 
«« Elected for Scotland; And for eſtabliſh- 
„ ing more equitable Regulations con- 
cerning the Peerage of Scotland. 

And the Name of the faid Burgeſs 3 e- 
lected (whether he ſhall be preſent or ab- 
fent) you cauſe to be inſerted in certain 
Indentures to be made between me and 
thoſe who ſhall hays Intereſt in ſuch Elec 
tion, and that you cauſe Him to be and 
appear at his 1d Majeſty's Parliament tö 
be holden at the aid City of Weſtminiſtet 
on the ſaid Day of next en- 
ſuing, ſo that te ſaid Burgels may have 
fall and ſufficient Power for "himſelf and 
the Commonalty of the ſaid Borough, to 
do and conſent to thoſe Things which of 
the Common Council of the ſaid Realm 
ſhall be requiſite and neceſſary to be done. 
And you oye not to elect me or any other 
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Sheriff of Great Britain. And the ſaid 


me, ſending to me one Part of the ſaid In- 
dentures annexed to this Precept that I 
may certify the ſame to His Majeſty in 
Chancery, Herein fail not. Given under 
the Seal of my Office this Day of 
in the Year of the Reign of our Sov- 
reign Lord George the Fhird, of Great 
Britain and fo forth, and in the Year of 


our Lord 2. . 
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1 ſtill in uſe, (which is ſuppoſed to be 
very antient,) has been adhered to as much 
as poſhble... And it 1s remarkable that 


theſe Writs to the Sheriff ftill direct that 


all. the Members for the County, and for 


every City, and for every Borough in, his 
County, /hall be elected by thoſe who at the 
Proclamation .(to be made in the County 
Court) ſhall be preſent, according to the 
Form of the Statute in ſuch caſe made and 
provided: Indentures are to be made be- 
tween. the Sheriff and thoſe who ſhall be 
preſent at ſuch Election: the Election is to 
be made in His full County diſtinctly and 

| openh 


Election you are forthwith to certify to 
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openiy and the Members are to come in 


fuch manner that they may have ſor tbem- 
ſelves and the Commonalty of their reſpective 
Boroughs, &c. ſuffictent Power to do and 
conſent to thoſe Things which by the Com- 
mon Council of the Kingdom may happen to 
be ordained upon the ſaid affairs (on which 
Parliament is ſummon'd) /o that for want 
of ſuch Power, through an improvident E- 
lection of them, the ſaid affairs may in no 
wiſe remain unfiniſhed. 
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The Prece e k directs 
the Returniſg Officers of Citigs and Bo- 
roughs that tyWẽo Members thall ſpeedily 


and indifferen;lythe Elected by thoſe who 
ſhall be preſent as ue ,s Election accord- 
ing to the Form of the Statute in ſuch 


Caſe made and provided. 
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